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We are never more aware of time than when we're 
outside. Whether it’s using well-made tools that 
last a lifetime, preserving summer berries to eat as 
jam, handing down knowledge or working with the 
seasons, what happened last week, last month or 
last year is the best pointer of what is to come. 

In this issue, we take a fresh look England’s most 
iconic flowers and visit three gardens that are firmly 


rooted in their histories. Delphiniums were the 
private passion of Edward Steichen, 1930s photographer with the publisher 
Condé Nast. In 1936 the Museum of Modern Art, New York staged an 
exhibition of his work breeding these incredible flowers, that recognised 
the creative process involved. On page 54 John Hoyland looks at the plant 
societies and amateur enthusiasts that are continuing this work today, with 
his pick of the modern and heritage cultivars. 

Sweet peas have been grown at Easton Walled Gardens, Lincolnshire, 
since the 1950s, when they supplied the Nottingham cut-flower 
markets. Owner Ursula Cholmeley picks her favourites from those 
she grows on page 68. 

For something a little more immediate turn to page 25. Gardener Cook 
Jojo Tulloh shares her simple just-picked recipes using the best of what’s 


Lun 


LUCY BELLAMY, EDITOR 


outside this month. I hope you enjoy the issue. 


Save money when you subscribe to 
the digital edition — see page 30 
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FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. 
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Ursula‘Cholmeley, reconimends some of 


ALYS FOWLER 
Kew-trained gardener, 
author and television 
presenter. 


“her favourite Sweet peas, page 68. 


DAN PEARSON 
Garden designer, 
plantsman and 
columnist. 
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Plantsman’s favourites Mat Reese finds 
respite from the heat with some cooling pastel 
colours in his choice of plants for July 

A new leaf Head gardener Thomas Unterdorfer 
chooses plants with natural flair to create four 
eye-catching containers for summer 

Plant profile: Delphinium John Hoyland 
recommends the best blues, mauves, pinks 
and whites of this elegant summer spire 
Sweet scentsations Easton Walled Garden is 
famed for its sweet peas. Owner Ursula 
Cholmeley selects her favourites 


Places 


32 


Dream garden After years of yearning for an 
English-style garden, Italian-born Federica Wilk 
has finally achieved her dream country garden 


46 


78 


Great expectations After the exuberance of 
spring, Mary Keen considers how best to keep 
the interest going through the summer 
Child’s play A small, family garden in the 
Netherlands makes clever use of design to 
show how areas for children’s play can be 
part of a stylishly planted, grown-up garden 
Timeless style Coughton Court in 
Warwickshire offers an enduring historic 
appeal, yet the current generation of its long- 
standing owners has ensured that the garden 
presents a dynamic colour and planting mix 


People 


62 


Who's who With the Royal Horticultural 
Society in full show season, we meet Tim 
Upson, director of horticulture, whose role 
is to ensure the highest standards of 
horticulture in all the Society's activities 
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REBECCA BERN 


122 Acut above Returned to his garden in 
Worcestershire from his time in California, 
columnist Frank Ronan realises that months 
of neglect need to be taken in hand 


Design 


87 Design update Including news of Thomas 
Heatherwick’'s new project for Google’s London 
headquarters that includes a vast roof garden, 
designs for a community garden for blind 
veterans at RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show and a garden restoration in Sussex 
Design ideas James Alexander-Sinclair 
considers how best to include lighting in the 
garden, both for atmosphere and practicality 
97 Design sourcebook With the summer holidays 
ahead every gardener needs to find a moment 
to sit in the sun. We choose nine of the most 
inviting deckchairs 
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25 Gardener cook Award-winning columnist Jojo 
Tulloh is busy in the kitchen with freshly picked 
produce — but also sows ahead for winter crops 

29 Gardening talent Meet Louise Bradshaw who 
was tasked with reinvigorating the 172m 
herbaceous borders at Newby Hall 

30 Subscription offer Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

99 Books Our pick of new books, including the 
Rich brothers’ first design manual 
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subscription to 
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EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


* Find out how to save 
money on a ticket to the 
International Meeting of 
Landscape and Garden in 
Bergamo — page 108 

+ We've got 20 pairs 

of tickets waiting 

to be won in our 
competition for 
Countryfile Live — 

page 111* 
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inspirational gardemtésign training. | 
Our eyear Garden Design Diploma 


wa ted to enable. tudentsito learn 
from the vegmees in thSbrofession: 


Our students have consistently won the Society of 
Garden Designers’ prestigious ‘Student of the Year 
Award’ competition and recent graduates have won 
medals at RHS Shows. 


We now also offer an intensive 6 month Planting Design 
Course delivered by some of the Uk’s leading planting 
design specialists including Nigel Dunnett, Jo Thompson, 
James Basson and Rosy Hardy. 


With classes at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and 
short courses at RHS Garden Wisley and other venues 
you can be sure to get inspirational teaching from 
world-class designers in the heart of London. 
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CHOLMELEY 


FRED 


“We grow so many sweet peas, 


URSULA CHOLMELEY 


Ursula has spent 17 years 
restoring and replanting the 
12-acre Easton Walled Gardens, 
alost 400-year-old, garden in 
Lincolnshire. Biodiversity and 
good horticulture are at the 
heart of her gardens’ success. 
On page 68 she selects some 
of her favourite sweet peas. 


this article gave me an 


opportunity to get up very close to some of our favourites.” 


TAMSIN WESTHORPE 


Tamsin has been a gardener 
since the age of 16. She writes 
and lectures about horticulture, 
as well as looking after her 
family’s four-acre Herefordshire 
garden, Stockton Bury. On 
page 78 she captures some 

of the romance of Coughton 
Court's historic gardens. 


“It was a privilege to spend time with Christina Williams and to 
learn about the history of the garden, and her plans for the 
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MAAYKE DE RIDDER 
Maayke has always liked making 
pretty images. In her previous 
career as a Stylist and picture 
editor she was always itching to 
grab the camera. Now she’s 
firmly behind the camera 
photographing gardens. You can 
see her images of a very stylish 
family garden on page 64. 


“Carrie Preston does magic with small awkward spaces. She 
created a very clever family garden with space for everyone.” 


FORTNUM & MASON 


JOJO TULLOH 

Our award-winning columnist 
Jojo is a cook, gardener and 
author based in east London. 
She is currently working ona 
sourdough bread book and a 
collection of the letters of food 
writer Patience Gray. In her 
column on page 25 she’s making 
the most of fresh produce. 


“Herb knowledge is an ancient skill but one we modern 
gardener-cooks need help remembering.” 
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ANTIQUES 


FOR EVERYON SUMMER 


ART, DECORATIVE & INTERIORS 


20-23 July 2017 
Hall 5, NEC Birmingham 


Largest vetted art, antiques and 
interiors fair outside of London 


e 
200 specialist dealers 
e 


30,000 desirable and unusual items 
to suit every taste and budget 


COMPLIMENTARY TICKETS FOR TWO * 


*Present this page at the box office to gain two 
complimentary admissions to the fair 


antiquesforeveryone.co.uk 


Images left to right: Edward Burd Clocks, Morgan Strickland Decorative Arts 
and Jeroen Markies Art Deco 
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THE LADY-DAV EJS 


‘The classically feminine Rolex, sized and styled 
to perfectly match its wearer since 1957. 
It doesn’t just tell time. It tells history. 
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What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 
NEWS COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 
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COURSES 


Back to school at Le Manoir 


Produce from the two-acre kitchen garden at Raymond Blanc’s Belmond Le Manoir 
aux Quat’Saisons near Oxford is the secret behind much of the two-Michelin-starred 
food served in the restaurant. It’s also the inspiration for The Raymond Blanc 
Gardening School, which launches this month. The initial programme of courses, led by 
head gardener Anne Marie Owens and her team, covers seasonal vegetable growing, 
micro greens, orchard summer pruning, mushroom growing, and understanding your 
soil and growing organic. A one-day course runs from 9am to 4.30pm and costs from 
£185 per person, including tuition, morning tea and a working lunch. The school has 
plans to expand the programme into the winter months with courses run by specialist 
growers and experts. belmond.com/le-manoir-aux-quat-saisons-oxfordshire 
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PESTICIDES 
No more neonicotinoids at B&Q 


Home-improvement retailer B&Q is leading flowering plants was made after a report by 


the way in sustainable gardening by B&Q and sustainable charity Bioregional, 
announcing that its flowering plant range, found that 64 per cent of people were 
available from February 2018, willbe grown — concerned about wildlife in Britain, and 
free from neonicotinoid pesticides. Taken 53 per cent think the decline in pollinators 
up in the sap, and transported into roots, is due to pesticides and other chemicals. 
stems, leaves and flowers as the plant The DIY giant is the first retailer to enforce a 
grows, neonicotinoids are neurotoxic ban and, having already removed pesticide 
chemicals applied as seed dressing or soil products containing the three neonics 
treatment and are the most widely used most associated with bee decline from its 
insecticides in the world. The decision by shelves in 2013, hopes the move will help 
B&Q to ban them in the cultivation of its address the decline in British wildlife. 
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GARDEN VISITS 

Around the world 

in tasty days 

Have you heard of the sword bean or oyster 


leaf or tried to grow an edible dahlia tuber? 
In the new Global Growth Vegetable Garden 


The Global Growth Vegetable Garden 
at RHS Hyde Hall will introduce 
visitors to curious and exotic 
vegetables from around the world. 


AWARDS 
GI writer wins award 


Gardens Illustrated columnist Jojo Tulloh 
has been named Cookery Writer of the 
Year for her Gardener Cook column in this 
year’s prestigious Fortnum & Mason Food 
and Drink Awards. Jojo was up against 
competition from Yotam Ottolenghi, 
Guardian Weekend, and Diana Henry for 
Stella magazine, Sunday Telegraph, but 
won over the panel of distinguished 
judges to take home the award. 
fortnumandmason.com 


at RHS Hyde Hall, rare and unusual 
vegetables such as these will be growing 
among everyday edible plants to challenge 
perceptions of conventional kitchen 
gardens. Designed by Xa Tollemache, the 
circular design mimics the globe and is 
divided into four quarters representing 
Europe and the Middle East, Asia, North 
and Central America, and South America. 
Atits centre is a bespoke octagonal 
glasshouse by Hartley Botanic. A weekend 
of celebrations on 15 and 16 July will mark 
the garden's opening. 
rhs.org.uk/hydehall 


COURSES 
Picture perfect 


Improve your photography skills ona 
one-day Masterclass with Jason Ingram at 
Yeo Valley Organic Gardens, Somerset on 
26 July. He'll be joined by former Gardens 
Illustrated editor Juliet Roberts, who'll be 
throwing light on how we choose the 
gardens we include in the magazine. It's 
one of a series of Garden Masterclasses, 
run by garden designer Annie Guilfoyle 
and plantsman Noel Kingsbury in 
association with Gardens Illustrated, to 
help you improve your garden knowledge 
and skills. gardenmasterclass.org 
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NEW CRAB APPLE FROM HILLIER 

.. Hillier Nurseries has produced a new 
“% weeping crab apple with deep-plum 
- . buds and fruits, Malus x purpurea 
a ‘Crimson Cascade’. Yorkshire-based 
"gardener Dr Alan Warwick spotted 
a chance seedling of Malus x purpurea 
Aldenhamensis’ with a weeping habit, 
which was then propagated by the 
nursery. Perfect for small gardens or 
terraces, the tree grows to 4.5m and has 


[ ¥ gracefully arched branches. In spring, it produces 


A, X= purple foliage and vibrant crimson single or 


semi-double flowers. In late summer 

the foliage turns bronze-green and is accompanied 
by reddish-purple fruits. Hillier launched the 

tree at RHS Chelsea Flower Show earlier this 
year where it was shortlisted for the Plant of 

the Year award. hillier.co.uk 
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NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL 
ARBORETUM 


t's been 20 years since the first tree 
was planted at the National Memorial 

Arboretum. In the two decades since, 
the Arboretum’'s team has transformed 
the Staffordshire site i 


and a poignant tribute to Britain's military 


nto a forested oasis, 


servicemen and women as well as civilian 


associations and services. 
Of the 30,000 
the expansive |50 acre site, you'll find a 


rees spread around 


mixture of native and specimen species 


which, in many instances, have been 
chosen to cement a link to an organisation 
or association, the arena in which they 


served or a significan 


event in their 
history. Along The Bea 
dedicated to al 
chestnut trees 
the first truncheons, have been planted. 


,an avenue of trees 


UK police forces, horse 


he material used to make 


In the Royal Artillery Garden, alder trees 
grow, the charcoal of which was once 
used in the production of gun powder 
Yet 
a beautiful day out — 


he Arboretum is more than just 

tt exists to honour 
those who have served and continue to 
han 300 
o discover, each with its own 


serve our nation. There are more 


memorials 
intriguing and inspiring story to tell. Entry 
is free, though many visitors choose to 


support the charity with a small donation. 


This summer the Arboretum wil 


commemorate the Centenary of the 
Battle of Passchendaele between the 31 
July and 10 November. The Arboretum’s 


FIND OUT MORE AND PLA 


summer programme, |917:Empire at 
War, will not only remember the Battle of 
Passchendaele, but also focus on the social 
changes that occurred during WWI. 


Dive into history 
On the 31 July,a service of 

Remembrance will be held to mark 
the start of the Battle in 1917. Other 
activities include a participative ar 
project, guided walks telling the history of 
Women at War the wider British Empire 
he Battle itse 


he Arboretum wi 


and f. For younger visitors, 
offer special WWVI 


backpacks to be used on site, while a trip 


o the Arboretum’s above-ground replica 


rench installation will be a must. 


Alongside this extensive programme, 


visitors can also explore the new 


Remembrance Centre, opened in March 
this year by HRH The Duke of Cambridge, 
complete wi 


th the permanent Landscapes 
of Life exhibition, and two temporary 
galleries that feature Passchendaele-related 
exhibitions throughout the summer. 


There's also the Home Front Proms on 
5 August, when, at dusk, the Arboretum 


will reverberate to the sounds of a live 


orchestral performance provided by a 
military band, reminiscent of the proms 
of years gone by. 
Find out more about the full 
programme at the thenma.org.uk and 


jan your visit today. 
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VISIT AT THENMA.ORG.UK 


DENIS DOYLE / STRINGER:NACHO CALONGE / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO; MICHAEL BOWLES. 
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An exhibition of illustrations 
featuring trees and wooded 
landscapes with drawings for 
AA Milne’s Pooh books, 
watercolours by Beatrix 
Potter and witty pictures for 
Stephen McFarlane’s The 
Story of A Tree. 22 June — 23 
January 2018, 10am-5.45pm. 
Victoria & Albert Museum, 
Cromwell Road, London SW7 
2RL. Tel 020 7942 2000, 
vam.ac.uk 

Award-winning saffron 
grower Dr Sally Francis 
discusses the history and 
use of saffron and explores 
the cultivation of Crocus 
sativus, the source of this 
valuable spice. 13 July, 
10am-lpm. £35. University 
Botanic Garden, 1 Brookside, 
Cambridge CB2 1JE. 

Tel 01223 336265, 
botanic.cam.ac.uk 

The privately owned country 
estate of Combermere Abbey 
on the Cheshire-Shropshire 
border is hosting open 
afternoons throughout the 
summer, for visitors to enjoy 
a tour of the gardens. Money 
raised will be donated to 
various charities. 26 July, 

30 August & 27 September, 
1pm-5pm. From £5. 
Combermere Abbey, 


Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 
4AJ. Tel 01948 662880, 
combermereabbey.co.uk 

A talk and demonstration 
showing how to use pruning 
to maximise the performance 
of early summer-flowering 
shrubs, such as Spirea and 
Wisteria, for years to come. 
26 July, 10.30am-12.30pm. 
£46. RHS Garden Wisley, 
Wisley Lane, Woking, Surrey 
GU23 6QB. Tel 01483 
224234, rhs.org.uk 
Horticultural charity, Thrive 
is hosting an open garden 
event allowing visitors to 
take tours around the three 
acres of walled garden, buy 
plants and enjoy home-made 
cake. 27 July, 2-4pm. Entry by 
donation. Beech Hill, Reading 
RG7 2AT. Tel 0118 988 5688, 
thrive.org.uk 

Curated by Tom Stuart- 
Smith, this festival brings 
together leading gardeners, 
designers, ecologists and 
writers for a weekend of 
discussion about The Culture 
of Place. Speakers include 
Tom Coward, Fergus Garrett 
and Alys Fowler. 28-29 July. 
Tickets from £12. Charleston, 
Firle, Lewes, East Sussex 
BN8 6LL. Tel 01323 811626, 
charleston.org.uk 


dig in news 


The Port Eliot Estate hosts a festival 
of ideas, nature, music and food 
during the last weekend of July. 


FESTIVAL 
Green-fingered fun 


One of the summer's loveliest festivals at Port Eliot in Cornwall is 
offering a host of events for the green fingered this year. Have a go 
at botanical art, making a bee hotel and creating your own plant 
pot hanger or terrarium. Head to Flower and Fodder, the food and 
flowers stage, to enjoy talks and live demonstrations from 
renowned chefs and horticulturists. This year’s line-up includes 
Great Dixter’s gardener-cook, Aaron Bertelsen, garden design 
power couple Isabel and Julian Bannerman and the Modern Salad 
Grower, Sean O'Neill. The festival runs from 27 to 31 July. Weekend 
tickets cost £172 and day tickets are £64 each. For the full 
programme of events see porteliotfestival.com 


KEEP YOUR CACTI COSY 
Succulents and cacti are the latest must-have 
accessories for stylish interiors and in May craft 
company TwineMad launched a DIY kit as 
part of a collaboration with Nutscene, to tempt 
cactus-lovers to crochet mini neon pot covers 
for their plants. Each kit makes two covers and 
includes instructions, crochet 
tools, plus two mint-spools of 
natural twine and one mini- 
spool of neon-coloured twine 
in a choice of colours, both 
provided by Nutscene. 
Proceeds from the kits are 
being donated to Art Against 
Knives, a charity providing 
support for young 
people at risk of 
violent crime in 
London. Kits costs 
£15 from etsy.com 
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in creating homes that everyone will want to come back to 
The right sofa and footstool beckon the entire family to sit down together. The right kitchen can encourage 


more people to give a helping hand with supper. The right dining table, chairs and setting, might even tempt those 


who have flown the nest to return home for Sunday lunches, for get-togethers, and for lazy summer barbecues. 


WV 


NEPTUNE 


Harrogate six-seater table in Fog, £940. Provence dining chair, £120. Chatto sofa, £1,260. 
Havana dining chair in Silver Birch, £245. Imperial pendant light, £210. 


neptune.com 
Stores nationwide 


CO3R/A 


Lawnmowers that really are as good as they look 
With the largest range of lawnmowers in the UK. Cobra have over 50 models in their portfolio to 
suit your specific gardening needs. These include rear roller, cylinder, petrol hover and professional 


models with prices starting from just £89.99*. 


At the heart of these powerful, stylish lawnmowers is a choice of either electric, cordless or petrol 
engines powered by Cobra Briggs & Stratton & Honda. 


Cobra products are available across the UK, throughout our network of approved specialist dealers. 


Cylinder Mowers Electric Mowers Cordless Mowers Petrol Mowers 
From Just £89.99* From Just £89.99* From Just £299.99* From Just £159.99* 


To find you local dealer visit www.cobragarden.co.uk | or call 0115 986 6646 


POWERED BY 


LI-ION 


Petrol Hover Mowers 
From Just £279.99* 


*Promotional prices only at participating dealers 


dig in shopping 


Shop front 


Stylish buys for a contemporary garden ° 


COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 


Vegetable Harvesting Knife, 
£12.95, 0345 605 2505, 
worm.co.uk Milk Carton 
Inspired Nestbox, 

£88, 07538 551513, 

jamfurniture.co.uk 


Cedar Wood Water 

Butt (100 litres), 

€675, +31 (0)346 218 111, 
dewiltfang.nl 


Skagerak SpiderWeb Drying Rack, 
£1,049, 020 7823 8874, skandium.com 


Grafa Copper Tube 
Garden Trowel, 
£40, 020 3826 1142, 

clerkenwell-london.com 


Mauviel Cuprinox Flambé Burner, 
£475, 020 7730 1234, harrods.com 


Velda Fish Pond Net, 
Garden Oil Lamp Roma £33.75, 0344 4811001, 


One-Way Grill made of Alder Wood, 
Copper, £45, 01392 bakker.com 


£11, 0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 


433091, zazahomes.co.uk 


Thorn Stripper, 
£7.99, 0114 233 8262, 
burgonandball.com 


Turn the page for more products 
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dig in shopping 


> Exterior eggshell paint in (L-R) 

: Calluna; Cooking Apple Green; 
Calamine and Purbeck Stone, 

from £26 for 750ml, 

01202 876141, farrow-ball.com 


Blush Embossed 
Glassware, 
Glasses £10.50 for two, 
t\ Carafe £12.50, 


0330 333 2123, Essential Hose (10m) © 


in ivory, AU$110, 
+61 (0)411 636 161 
lepaar.com 


coxandcox.co.uk 


Niwaki Hanky (in grid and plum), 
£7.50, 01747 445059, niwaki.com 


er 


ee 
Paper Lantern, 

£9.99, 01423816040, 
- ights4fun.co.uk 


Heritage Utility Apron, 
£55, 01746 766563, 
bradleysthetannery.co.uk 


Plant Watering Can, 
£34, 0844 264 2070, 
royaldesign.co.uk 


Flower Scissors, 
£18.50, 01993 845559, 
gardentrading.co.uk 


VINE TOMATO 
daylosferd 


Botanical Vine Tomato 
Candle (large), £28, 
0800 083 1233, 
daylesford.com 


Skagerak Akiko 
Petanque Game, 
£179, 0330 363 0330, 
houseology.com 


Copper Tray, £89, 
woodandmeadow.com 
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Beautiful, fragrant summer blooms 


avid Austin's English Roses combine exceptional beauty and delicious 

fragrances with outstanding health, reliability and vigour Flowering in flushes 
throughout the summer, they will transform your garden whether planted in a 
traditional rose border, a large container or in a mixed cottage garden style 
planting. For help selecting your roses, contact our rose experts. 


We're offering readers of Gardens Illustrated 10% OFF every time you 
order with us before 31‘ August 2017, quoting code GT39 


DAVID AUSTIN® Visit: www.davidaustinroses.com | Call: 01902 376300 


Crocosmia ‘Hellfire’ 
The renowned (and very good) Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’ used to be my 

default red crocosmia for the garden, however, it has now been 

usurped by the brilliant “Hellfire. The flowers of ‘Hellfire’ are i 

a dusky, deep red and larger than those of ‘Lucifer, which look 

orange in comparison. The blooms are held on dark stems ge 
and seem to peer out from above the masses of vivid-green, 

sword-shaped leaves. Plant in good, moist soil at the front of the 

border as the foliage provides good contrast against lower-growing - 

plants and remains clean until autumn. Divide the corms every 

four years to maintain vigour. AGM*. 


Height 1.2m. 
Origin Garden origin. - 
Conditions Moist open garden soil; sun to part-shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-10b. ¢ 

Season Summer. 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Mat Reese 

is head gardener at 
Malverleys, a private 
garden in Hampshire. 


Consolida regalis ‘Sydney 

Blue Picotee’ 
Most gardeners are familiar with the 
statuesque perennial delphiniums [see page 
54], but fewer know of the tribe of annual 
delphiniums called Consolida, or larkspurs. 
They can be quite useful where their larger 
cousins may look ungainly, as they are 
generally smaller and more delicate. This 

© pretty cultivar with thin, branching spires of 

© large, white flowers, edged with pale blue, 

- looks very good when partnered with flat 

umbels, such as Ammi majus. Prefers lighter 

soils and is deserving of a cane for support. 


lorticultur 


rom the Royal H 


— Height 1.3m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

° Conditions Any garden soil that is not 
© saturated; full sun. 

: Hardiness RHS H6. 


© Season Summer. 


arden Meri 
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Sambucus nigra SUDSp. 
canadensis Maxima’ 

If left to its own devices, this American 
elder can become messy and ungainly. 
However, pollarding turns this ugly 
duckling into a swan by encouraging strong 
shoots that will produce massive, creamy 
flower clusters that can reach to 45cm 
across. I plant it with perennials that will 
hide its woody legs. Avoid cutting shoots 
too short, particularly if the neighbours are 
lanky and competitive. The flowers can 
suffer in strong winds, so provide a 
sheltered site. ‘Maxima’ has a weak, 
suckering habit, but will not travel far. 


Height 2.2m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Any good garden soil; full sun. 
Hardiness USDA 3b-9b. 

Season Summer. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Verbascum gnaphalodes 
I use many mulleins in the garden and 
consider this among the best. The towering 


flower spikes are produced from relatively 
small, felted, grey rosettes. Once 
established, it will roam, self-seeding 
through the border year after year, creating 
happenchance combinations and 
providing a dramatic visual link through 
the planting scheme. Any plants in the 
wrong place can be dug up as rosettes and 
relocated in autumn. Flower spikes may be 
forced over by strong winds. A short stake 
will keep them vertical. 


Height 2m. 

Origin Turkey. 

Conditions Any soil that is not 
saturated; full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-10b. 
Season Summer. 
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Phiox x arendsii Utopia’ 

Phlox are among the most beautiful of 
garden perennials, but all too often breeders 
introduce cultivars that are stocky and 
garish. It’s therefore refreshing to come 
across this cultivar, bred by Coen Jansen, 
which has good colour, scent and habit. 
The large, soft mauve-pink blooms of 
‘Utopia are held in loose clusters and go 
on for months. The flowers look especially 
beautiful in the half light of dusk, and the 
fragrance is best in cooler weather. Will 
need the support of a cane positioned at 
the back of the plant. AGM. 


Height 1.8m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Good garden soil; full sun but 
will take a little shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 

Season Summer. 


Rudbeckia hirta ‘Prairie Sun’ 


This Rudbeckia has huge, sumptuous, 
yellow flowers, each with a striking green 
central cone. It can be grown as either an 
annual or a biennial, and will bloom all 
summer, continuing to produce a 
succession of flowers well into autumn. If 
sown early in the year, it will flower from 
August, but I prefer to sow seed in July, 
over-winter the plants in a frame, and grow 
them on through the spring. I then have fat 
plants to put out in June, which will flower 
from July onwards. Grow alongside reds, 
perhaps Salvia coccinea, or white 
anemones, depending on your taste. 


Height 80cm. 

Origin Garden origin. 
Conditions Rich soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season Summer — autumn. 


Places 
to visit 
Recommended places 


to see seasonal plants 
at their best 
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Although Ashwood 
Nurseries is best known for 
its spring displays of 
hellebores, cyclamen and 
hepatica, it also has a very 
good collection of woody and 
herbaceous plants. It would 
be well worth a day out in July 
to stock up on hydrangeas 
and salvias, of which it has 
notable collections. Ashwood 
Nurseries, Ashwood Lower 
Lane, Kingswinford, West 
Midlands DY6 OAE. 


Stockton Bury. 
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Echinacea pallida 

‘Hula Dancer’ 

A stunning coneflower with gently drooping 
petals that resemble a threadbare hula skirt. 
The enchanting, long-lasting blooms are 
palest pink and have modest central cones. 
The flowers look best when not congested 
so their form can be clearly seen and 
appreciated. Flowers are produced in the 
second year from seed and, like many other 
prairie plants, perform best in full sun on 
good (but not wet) soil. Protect from slugs 
and give the flowering stems a short stake at 
the base to prevent them from toppling. 


Height 70cm-1.2m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Good garden soil that is not 
too wet in the summer; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season Summer. 


Tel 01384401996 
ashwoodnurseries.com 

If you do visit Ashwood, 
then the lovely gardens at 
Stockton Bury in the bucolic 
Herefordshire countryside 
are just an hour's drive 
southwest. The garden is 
quite young, and has been 
developed over the past 
30 years by prominent 
plantsmen Raymond 
Treasure and Gordon Fenn. 
The garden surrounds lovely 


Salix elaeagnos 

Christopher Lloyd described this willow as 
‘particularly fetching, and worthy of a place 
in any shrubbery’ Yet this lovely plant is 
sadly underused. It ultimately makes a large, 
grey-green shrub covered in long, thin leaves 
(not unlike overgrown rosemary foliage or 
fat pine needles) held on dark, mahogany- 
coloured twigs. Place at the back of the 
border and set herbaceous plantings against 
it, or grow a clematis or patio rose through 
the branches. It is happy on most soils and 
needs little attention, apart from renewal 
pruning if it becomes leggy. 


Height 3m. 

Origin Central and southern Europe. 
Conditions Good garden soil; full sun 
to part-shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-7b. 
Season Spring — autumn. 


Lavatera cachemiriana 

This elegant tree mallow has long, willowy 
stems that carry sizeable pink blooms. Each 
flower has five large, separate petals, like the 
spokes of a wheel, making this plant quite 
unusual and beautiful. It has a graceful sway 
and a transparent habit, and is suitable to 
be planted individually at the front of the 
border, or grouped towards the back. It will 
self-sow and grow in all but the wettest 
soils. Plants will flower in their first year 
from seed, but really get going in the second 
year. Replace with young plants every five 
years, as they will eventually lose vigour. 


Height 2m. 

Origin India. 

Conditions Good garden soil that’s 
not too wet; full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 
Season Summer. 


old farm buildings, orchards 
and the main house, and is 
composed of mixed borders, 
temples and a vegetable 
garden. It hosts a good 
collection of plants, many of 
which are rare. Stockton Bury 
Gardens, Kimbolton, 
Leominster, Herefordshire 
HR6 OBB. Tel 07880 712649, 
stocktonbury.co.uk 

For more unusual plants, 
Pan Global is the place to go. 
Proprietor Nick Macer has a 


fantastic and ever-changing 
catalogue of plants from all 
corners of the globe. It’s well 
worth making the effort to 
visit the nursery if you want 
something very special for 
the garden. Pan Global, The 
Walled Garden, Frampton 


Court, Frampton-on-Severn, 


Gloucestershire GL2 7EX. 
Tel 01425 741641, 
panglobalplants.com 

If you're visiting either 
Great Dixter or Sissinghurst 


JOHN GLOVER / ALAMY 


Merrimerits Gardens. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Hydrangea macrophylla 
‘Beauté Venddémoise 

This remarkable hydrangea has enormous 
sterile florets that completely monopolise 
the somewhat dishevelled looking, yet lovely 
and unique, inflorescence. On some blooms, 
the florets can reach in excess of 10cm 


across. The flowers look exceptional when 
cut for the house. It’s a vigorous cultivar that 
needs good, moist soil in dappled shade, 
although it will tolerate some sun. Prune in 
spring when the chance of frost has passed 
by removing a third of the weakest growth 
and feed with a top dressing of compost. 


Height 1m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Good garden soil that doesn't 
dry out too much in summer; part shade. 
Hardiness USDA 5a-9b. 

Season Summer. 


this summer then try and visit 
Merriments Gardens and 
Nursery. The garden was 
fairly recently carved out of a 
field, and showcases a wide 
selection of good garden 
plants available at the nursery 
(and shows what can be 
achieved in a relatively short 
space of time). Merriments 
Gardens, Hawkhurst Road, 
Hurst Green, East Sussex 
TH19 7RA. Tel 01580 860. 
666, merriments.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


NOBLE CALEDONIA 


DISCOVER SOME OF IRELAND'S 
MOST BEAUTIFUL GARDENS 


OPERA & GARDENS IN 
THE KINGDOM oF KERRY 


A six night escorted visit to the beautiful Parknasilla Resort — 11th to 17th June 2018 


Join us at the beautiful Parknasilla Resort on the ‘Ring of Kerry’ for a week of marvellous scenery, splendid gardens and 
uplifting music. All the best ingredients are here; magical scenery, gardens at their early summer best, opera performances 
in stunning settings and warm Irish hospitality in one of Ireland’s most renowned hotels. 


if nscale: with our good friends at London Festival Opera we can offer 
seven days of absolute bliss. There will be time to relax and enjoy the 
hotel's excellent facilities as well as guided trips to some of Kerry's and West 
Cork’s famous gardens. We will explore the ‘Ring of Kerry’ and drive over the 
mountains to Bantry House and Gardens. Here after a guided tour of the 
gardens we will enjoy a performance by London Festival Opera in the grand 
setting of Bantry House. Other highlights will include a visit to Garnish Island 
in West Cork, and Muckross House by the Lakes of Killarney. 


tree ferns as well as azaleas and 
rhododendrons. Enjoy the 
magnificent views across 
Kilmackillogue Harbour to the Caha 
Mountains before we return to the 
hotel for a few hours of relaxation. 


The Itinerary in Brief 


Day 1 London to Cork, Ireland. 

Fly by scheduled flight. Drive to the 
Parknasilla Resort. Welcome drinks 
and dinner this evening. 

In the late afternoon there will be 
a performance by London Festival 
Opera followed by afternoon tea. 


Day 2 Derreen Gardens & Beara 
Peninsula. After breakfast depart on 
a morning drive to Derreen 


Gardens. Designed and planted by 
the fifth Marquis of Lansdowne in 
the 1870s, Derreen is famous for its 


Day 3 Derrynane House & 
Kenmare. This morning visit 
Derrynane House, the ancestral 


Parknasilla Resort 


Situated in 500 acres, Parknasilla Resort is located in the middle of some of 
erry’s finest scenery. Here you will find interesting walks, tiny sandy coves 
and beach huts for those who wish to swim in the sea. Once a grand house, 
Parknasilla has grown gracefully into 
her life as a hotel. The ground floor of 
he original main house is where you 
will find a number of delightful sitting 
rooms, all offering wonderful views. 
Here also is the Pygmalion dining room 4 
where gourmet food is provided using 
many locally sourced fine meats and 
ish. The health spa with a magnificent 
swimming pool is a new addition and 
he views from the pool across the sea 
have to be seen to be believed. 


home of Daniel O'Connell. The 
house is a museum commemorating 
one of lreland’s leading historical 
figures. In the afternoon a bus 
transfer will be provided to the local 
town of Kenmare for time to explore 
and shop at leisure. 


Day 4 Lakes of Killarney & 
Muckross House. Morning excursion 
to the Killarney National Park and 
Muckross House. Tour the gardens 
and house which was once owned 
by the Herbert family who 
entertained Queen Victoria here in 
1861. The setting by the lake shore 
with its mountain backdrop is 
stunning. Afternoon at leisure. In 
the late afternoon London Festival 
Opera will perform for us followed 
by afternoon tea. 


Day 5 Parknasilla Resort. It would 
be unforgivable to come to such 
a place as this and not have a 
complete day to enjoy the hotel 
and its extensive grounds. 


Day 6 Garnish Island & Bantry 
House. Drive over the mountains 

to Bantry Bay on a full day excursion 
that will include a morning visit to 
Garnish Island and the beautiful 
IInacullin Gardens where the 
sheltered position and Gulf Stream 
is favourable to the growth of 


ornamental plants, many normally 
only found in sub-tropical or 
Mediterranean climates. Continue 
to Bantry House, overlooking Bantry 
Bay. We will explore the house, one 


For full details on this holiday call us today on 020 7752 0000 for your copy of 


our brochure. Alternatively view or request online at www.noble-caledonia.co.uk 


of the finest historic houses in 
Ireland along with the gardens. 
After a light lunch, London Festival 
Opera will perform their farewell 
concert in one of the grand rooms. 


Day 7 Cork to London. Transfer to 
the airport for your return scheduled 
flight to London. 


Prices & Inclusions 


Prices per person based on 
double occupancy range from 
£1995 for a standard room to 
£2595 for a Parknasilla Suite 
with balcony. Single prices 
from £2195. 


What’s Included: 


e Economy class return 
scheduled air travel 

¢ Six nights at the Parknasilla 
Resort with full Irish breakfast 
and dinner from a la carte 
menu daily 

¢ Two afternoon teas at 
Parknasilla Resort 

© Guided excursions 

e Performances by London 
Festival Opera 

¢ Tour manager 

¢ Transfers 

° Gratuities 


NB Travel Insurance and lunches 
are not included in the price. Our 
current booking conditions apply 
to all reservations. 


NOBLE CALEDONIA 


SMALL SHIPS - BIG EXPERIENCES 
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Summer is a time to kick back and enjoy lazy days in your garden, but sowing a 
few winter vegetables now will pay dividends in the months to come 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


he gardening clock starts to tick a little slower around 

midsummer. The sun on your back, the drone of bees 

through your herb patch, the way your basket is filled 
to overflowing with courgettes, beans, squash and potatoes — all 
conspire to a general contented sleepiness. But even while you 
swing in your hammock, try to keep a corner of your mind fixed 
on the future. Stamina is a vital quality for gardeners that is often 
overlooked: the steady sowing of seeds throughout the season will 
ensure you have a good supply of vegetables over the winter. On 
top of this, many plants, such as chicory or winter radish, would 
bolt if sown before the summer solstice. If you are too lazy to lift 
a seed catalogue, here are four things to sow now: 
Chard is the easiest winter vegetable, and one no plot should be 
without as it withstands the cold admirably. Sow in modules or 
direct, and then thin out. Grow Swiss chard ‘Fordhook Giant’ with 
its glossy crumpled leaves and large white stems. Or, if you're looking 
to light up a potager, you may prefer the firework display that is 
‘Rainbow Chard’ with its mix of pink, yellow and white stems. 
Chicory is the one winter vegetable you should sow, if you don’t 
sow anything else. Start with the winter salad standby ‘Sugarloaf’ 


WHAT TO DO NOW 


— sold as ‘Pan Di Zucchero’ by Franchi Seeds (seedsofitaly.com), 
which offers an amazing selection of different chicories. Red 
cultivars start off green but flush into bright reds as it turns 

cold. As well as the justly popular ‘Castelfranco; both the 
hearting “Palla Rossa and ‘Di Treviso, with its dark-red spears, 
have become fixtures on my winter plot. 

Spring cabbages can be sown throughout July and August, ready 
for harvest in spring. Sow in modules (easier to keep an eye on in 
hot weather) and transplant out in early to mid autumn. ‘Spring 
Hero’ is the only ballhead cultivar or try a pointed, dark-green 
“Duncar’ or ‘Durham Early’ with their large, solid heads, that can 
be cut as early spring greens. 

Winter radish might sound like a salad vegetable, but it needs 

to be cooked before being eaten. Growing to the size of a tennis 
ball, the bulbous root is mild and can be eaten roasted, chopped 
into matchsticks for stir fries or added to stews. Think of it as the 
turnip’s oddball cousin. You can grow the ‘Black Spanish Round’, 
with a sooty skin that is white when peeled, or the ‘Green Luobo, 
an heirloom cultivar from China that has bright-green flesh. Both 
are available from the Real Seed Catalogue (realseeds.co.uk). 


As well as the crops listed above, now is a 
good time to sow Oriental greens for a steady 
supply of winter salad. If you have space sow 
into the ground, but with their attractive- 
shaped, highly coloured leaves, Oriental 
greens also look good in pots. Favourites 


include komatsuna or mustard spinach. Try 
the vibrant ‘Comred' with ruby-red oval leaves 
and green stems, or ‘Torasan’ with dark-green 
leaves and lighter stems, both from Chiltern 
Seeds (chilternseeds.co.uk). Also vital are the 
mild mustard leaves of mizuna and mibuna, 


forming attractive architectural clumps with 
deeply cut leaves on long, white ribs. And 
don't forget to sow a few fiery mustard 
greens, such as ‘Red Dragon’ with dark, 
purple-tinted leaves, ‘Red Giant’ with lime- 
green leaves or the fringed ‘Frizzy Lizzy’ 
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gardener cook 


IN THE KITCHEN 


Summer means swift, simple suppers made with the freshest 
of ingredients picked straight from the allotment 


ne of the reasons some Mediterranean recipes fail to 

impress when transplanted to English kitchens is that they 

rely on extraordinarily fresh ingredients that are packed 
with intense, sun-ripened flavour. It is this combination of herbs 
grown in hot sun and just-picked vegetables that will make the first 
three of the dishes below really shine. Happily, now is the time when 
your own garden should be overflowing with vegetables of all kinds at 
their peak, and you may marvel at the speed and ease with which you 
bring a sumptuous dish to the table. One accompaniment all summer 


RECIPES 


Green beans with shallots 
and tarragon 

This recipe will suit any variety of young- 
picked bush or pole bean, whether purple, 
yellow or green. 

¢ 500g tender young beans 

¢ 100ml extra virgin olive oil 

* 1 shallot 

* 1tbsp cider vinegar 

* Chopped fresh tarragon to taste 

Top and tail the beans and cook in 

plenty of boiling salted water. While 

they are cooking dice the shallot and mix 
it with the olive oil and the fresh tarragon. 
Drain the beans and dry on a tea towel 
and then toss with the herby oil. Just 
before serving add the vinegar (adding 
this at the last minute stops the beans 
from discolouring). 


Squash or courgette with 
parsley and chervil 

* 500g small, young courgettes or squash 
* 2 shallots 

¢ 2tbsp cider vinegar 

* 1tbsp chopped chervil and/or parsley 

¢ 5tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

Chop shallots finely and macerate in vinegar. 
Pick some of your smallest (finger-length) 
courgettes, patty pan squash or even 
immature winter varieties. Bring a large pan of 
salted water to the boil and cook the squash 
or courgettes until tender. Drain, then whisk 
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the oil and vinegar. Stir in the finely chopped 


chervil and/or parsley and add salt and 
pepper. Arrange the courgettes or squash in a 
dish and pour over the herb dressing. Serve 
while still warm. A few torn courgette or 
squash flowers will make a colourful garnish. 


Tomatoes with winter 
savory and chives 

It's usual to scatter basil over tomatoes 
but other herbs work well too. 

* 650g ripe tomatoes 

* 1tsp winter savory, chopped 

¢ 1 small bunch chives 

* 3tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

* 1tbsp cider or white wine vinegar 


kitchens need (to be eaten with grilled fish or raw vegetables) is aioli 
(garlic mayonnaise). To make this, take two cloves of garlic crushed 
to a paste with some sea salt, and beat together with two egg yolks. 
Measure out the juice of a lemon, 150ml of sunflower oil and 150ml 
of extra virgin olive oil. Place the garlic and eggs in a food processor 
and, with the motor running, add the oils and lemon juice a little at 

a time, adding a tablespoon of warm water if it gets too thick. If it 
splits, beat another egg yolk in a separate bowl and add to the curdled 
mayonnaise a bit at a time until it is whole again. Store in the fridge. 


Core and slice the tomatoes (you may also 
prefer to skin them first). Finely chop the 
chives (you could also use oregano, hyssop, 
parsley or lovage). Just before you are 
about to eat, take a salad bowl and mix 

the herbs with the olive oil and vinegar 

and season with sea salt and black pepper. 
Add the tomatoes and mix well. You can 
also chop the tomatoes more finely and 
spread the mixture over thin slices of bread 
that you have previously rubbed with garlic, 
salt and olive oil and roasted until a brittle 
golden brown to serve as an appetiser. 


Preserved cherries 

There's no denying that stoning cherries takes 
time, but sometimes sitting quietly for an 
hour or so is no great hardship. Half sloppy 
jam, half compote, these preserved cherries 
can be spread on bread or eaten with plain 
yoghurt. Makes about six jars. 

¢ 1lkg cherries 

* 1kg unbleached granulated sugar 
Stone the cherries into a bowl and pour the 
juice into a preserving pan. Add the sugar to 
the pan and heat over a low heat. Crack the 
stones and place in a cloth bag. Warm the 
sugar (the juice will prevent it from catching) 
until it melts, boils and clears, and then add 
the cherries. Add the bag of pits (this helps 
setting), raise the heat and boil hard and fast 
to reach the setting point. Pour into hot, 


sterilised jam jars. 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


Stake heavy-headed 
delphiniums individually or 
use five stakes round a clump 


Keep your lawn edges neat and clear with 
edging hoops. Install our umbrellas over your 
standard roses and wisterias and tie new growth 
in for spectacular standards. 


www.muntons.net 


01285 706511 4 


Muntons at: 
Cedar Nursery 
Horsley Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 3JX 
Architectural Plants 
Stane Street, North Heath, Pulborough RH20 1DJ 
Burford Garden Company f J 
Shilton Road, Burford OX11 4PA 


Hortus Loci 
Hound Green, Hook RG27 8LO 


Observatree 


monit@ring tree Nealth 


—— 
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The UK is at risk of losing millions of trees to 
pests and diseases which could seriously damage 
our gardens, landscapes and impact our wildlife 
populations. 


Whether in your garden, lining your street or abundant in 
local parks and woodland, trees offer a range of physical and 
mental health benefits: from gentle exercise and connecting 
with nature, to combatting air and noise pollution. Or simply 
offering you some shade. 


Observatree is a project that aims to help protect UK trees, 
woods and forests from new pests and diseases through early 
detection and reporting. Early detection gives us the highest 
chances of controlling or monitoring any outbreaks. 


Monitoring the spread of tree pests and diseases is equally 
important. By knowing where something is and when it 
arrives could highlight trees or areas of the UK with natural 
resistance. 


We need your help 

While you are out and about, keep your eyes open for signs 
of three key pests and diseases, which are threatening some 
of the UK’s most iconic tree species. 


Chalara ash dieback 

Affects: ash 

First UK recording: 2012 

2017: Found across 42% of the UK 
(Source: Forestry Commission) 


Sirococcus blight of cedar 
Affects: cedar 
First UK recording: 2014 


Oriental chestnut gall wasp 
Affects: sweet chestnut 
First UK recording: 2015 


50% funded by the EU’s LIFE programme 


Forestry Commission 


a ue Cyfoeth 
= \J Naturiol > 

Animal & Department Cymru ' ) 
National WOODLAND Plant Health for Environment Natural re 
Trust TRUST Agency Food & Rural Affairs Wales 


@©Ana Perez-Sierra, Forest Research 


gardening talent 


Louise Bradshaw 


The herbaceous borders at Newby Hall in Yorkshire are among the country’s longest, and 
gardener Louise Bradshaw has masterminded their complete overhaul and redesign 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


What did you do before you became a gardener? | was a freelance 
wallpainting restorer/conservator for 14 years. While it was enjoyable 
work, it was by necessity nomadic, and retraining as a gardener 


allowed me to literally put down roots. It is a very grounding profession, 


and heightens one’s awareness of nature and the changing seasons. 
Horticultural heroes One of my garden heroes is Noel Kingsbury, 
whom | admire for his innovative research into herbaceous perennials, 
and particularly plant combinations and their habitats. 


Most valuable training | was lucky to benefit from time at Highgrove, 


where best practice, sustainability and organic principles are followed. 
Favourite planting style My favourite planting style is that of the 
New Perennial movement, coupled with one that sits well within its 
space and the landscape beyond. 

What is the hardest gardening task you have ever had to do? 

| have been involved with the planning, plant removal, ground 
preparation and replanting of the 172m double herbaceous border 

at Newby Hall. This huge project was undertaken with a team of 

just six, aided by eight volunteers. 


What is the next big task you'll be tackling in the garden? 
Spring and summer herald the remarkable growth of the herbaceous 
perennials, some putting on 2.5m and more in a season. So, 

staking, weeding, deadheading and more staking will occupy my 

time on the double border. 

Dream plant destination My dream plant destination would be to 
visit the botanically diverse hay meadows in Romania, which are still 
maintained as they have been for 1,000 years. 

Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Keep a diary 

and notes of plant choices and their performance; ask colleagues for 
advice; visit other gardens to be continually delighted by different 
approaches and styles of gardening. 

Favourite gardening books A recent favourite is First Ladies of 
Gardening by Heidi Howcroft, which features 14 gardens, all designed 
by women — it prompted me to visit Helmingham Hall and 
Sleightholmedale, both wonderfully planted. 

* Newby Hall is open from April to October. The re-invigorated double 
herbaceous borders will be at their peak over summer. newbyhall.com 
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After years of yearning for English-style borders, Italian-born Federica Wilk 
has achieved her dream with a contemporary twist on a country garden 


ALEENDERTZ P GRA EBECCA BERNSTEIN 


=SWhat Imaginatively plarited 


“Where néar Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire. 
* Size Just overchalf anacte.® 
Soil'Well-drained Cotswold 7 
brash over limestone: ~ 
ClimateCold and windy»At 
700m above Sea level, frosts 
are frequent in winter. 


Hardiness. rating USDA‘8. 
<n 


ederica Wilk’s scrap book is filled with faded cuttings, ragged 
at the edges. As she turns the pages she traces her fingers over 
summer borders of pastel-coloured flowers and across garden 
views framed by box and yew, and smiles at once-yearned-for 
roses and perennials, all of them snipped out and stuck in at a 
time when they were an unattainable fantasy. 

Rome-born Federica fell for the English garden style as a child. 
“My mother and my grandmother both gardened, but 
not in the typical Italian style. They had shrubs and perennials 
mixed in together and gravel paths. That was the style I grew up 
with.” When she moved to London and started visiting gardens 
herself, it was gardens full of perennials that she fell for. “There 
was one in Hampstead that I particularly loved and I remember 
sighing “How I wish that one day I could have a garden good 
enough to show people.” 

In 1999 the family took the opportunity to buy a cottage in the 
Cotswolds near to their daughters’ new school. This gave Federica 
the chance to turn her dream into reality, and she quickly engaged 
local garden designer Jane Fearnley-Whittingstall. “At the very [> 


Main image 

A serpentine path winds its way through a 
stream of scented lavender in the yew walk. Salvia 
nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ and Geranium Rozanne 

(= ‘Gerwat’) bring extra purple notes that contrast 
beautifully with the pink of Rosa ‘De Resht’ Two 
rows of Portugese laurels give the path structure. 


Above Rosa Scepter’d Isle (= ‘Ausland’) adds a 
touch of fragrant beauty to the rose garden. 


Left Federica’s 18th-century Cotswold house, 
originally two farm cottages, is covered in the 
rambler Rosa ‘Bobbie James: 
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[> first meeting we used the scrap book as our starting point, and 
Jane could see the sort of garden I wanted it to be.” Jane set about 
dividing up and making better use of what was then little more 
than a large lawn with a few plantings around the edges. 

The first new feature was the yew walk, a long and thin hedged 
enclosure that divides the garden almost down the middle, 
separating the main lawn from the rose and vegetable gardens. 
Here tall and thick yew hedges contain a serpentine path 
bordered by high summer flowers: lavenders are surrounded by 
a wash of blues, purple and white: Polemonium caeruleum, 
Geranium Rozanne (= “Gerwat’), lilacs and roses. This floral 
softness is strongly anchored by big and impressive evergreens — 
eight standard Portuguese laurels skirted by eight large and 
mound-like Hebe subalpina — and leads to a seat from which to 
admire the planting. “This is a very private area of the garden, 
it is not at all overlooked,” says Federica. “It is a favourite place to 
sit, when I occasionally take a break from gardening.” 

It is also the highlight of the garden during high summer, when 
Federica opens for the National Garden Scheme. “It took me until 
2010 to finally pick up the phone and ask the NGS to visit, and 
then the representative said he would come in August. Alarm bells! 
I thought he would miss it at its best.” The garden reaches a 
crescendo in July but there are huge amounts to see throughout > 


Facing page 


A mix of poppies, cornflowers and other wildflowers add 
bright points of colour to the long grass that borders the 
vegetable garden and are a magnet for bees. 


This page from top 


A pair of neatly clipped Pyrus salicifolia ‘Pendula’ provide 
punctuation points in the densely planted long border that 
provides a hit of colour for the new lawn. 


Steps leading down from the house to the old lawn are 
edged with Lavandula angustifolia ‘Hidcote’ 


The long and narrow yew walk that leads to a rose- and 
clematis-covered pergola, is filled with a mix of clever 
planting designed by John Hill of Sherborne Gardens. 


Lavender at Littlefield 


Lavender is used in several ways at Littlefield, where it thrives 
because of the well-drained nature of the Cotswold brash, 
but it is given an extra helping of horticultural grit on planting. 
A closely planted bank of Lavandula angustifolia ‘Hidcote’ 
underlines the fagade of the house, providing a mass display 
throughout summer, when it fills the air with volatile oils and 
hums with bees. In the yew walk lavenders are the feature plant, 
and subtly different purple lavenders, including ‘Hidcote’ and 
‘Imperial Gem’ are planted around with complementary blues and 
whites to create a tapestry of cool-hues. In the long border 
lavenders are a background plant in among the herbaceous 
perennials, with white-flowered ‘Arctic Snow’ and pink-flowered 
‘Loddon Pink’ providing a haze of colour and scent in July. 
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“The garden is a big part of my life. I 
don’t sit and relax in it much, but I get a 
great deal of pleasure from working 
in it, and seeing other people enjoy it 


yy 
Ho 
AS 
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[> the rest of the year. The NGS snapped the garden up, to 


Federica’s obvious and enduring delight. 

A large pergola strung with clematis and Rosa The Generous 
Gardener (= ‘Ausdrawn’) — under which her visitors can take tea 
and cakes — leads in one direction to the original front of the 
cottage, banked with more lavenders, and in another to the 
rose garden. Here a selection of pink roses — R. Sir John Betjeman 
(= ‘Ausvivid’), R. Queen of Sweden (= ‘Austiger’), R. Scepter’d Isle 
(= ‘Ausland’), R. Brother Cadfael (= ‘Ausglobe’), R. The Mayflower 
(= ‘Austilly’) and R. Bonica (= ‘Meidomonac’) — chosen for their 
scent and resistance to disease, are interplanted with ornamental 
alliums and thalictrum. 

To the other side of the yew walk is the new lawn, centred 
around a formal pond and planted with an avenue of ten white- 
blossomed Malus ‘Evereste’. Here one large border runs down one 
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Images clockwise from top left 


At the edge of the vegetable garden a border of unmown grass and 
wildflowers buzzes with insect life in high summer. 


An Italian travertine fountain, complete with fish and water lilies, 
sits at the centre of the rose garden, where roses in different shades 
of pink — from the dark Sir John Betjeman (left) to the paler Brother 
Cadfael (top right) — are edged by Teucrium x lucidrys. 


The new lawn, with its formal pond and avenue of Malus ‘Evereste’ 
provides a serene contrast to the colours and scents of the yew walk. 


side, backed by a bank of wildflowers and wild orchids. The border 
is another summer riot: delphiniums, poppies, geraniums and 
salvias. It is a high-maintenance garden, but Federica works 
alongside gardener Graham Castledine in the garden one day a 
week and then he devotes several days more each week to its care. 
“T love to tend to it. It is a big part of my life. I don’t sit and relax in 
it much, but I get a great deal of pleasure from working in it, and 
seeing other people enjoy it.” The garden is Federica’s scrap book 
come to life, not faded but vibrant and bursting with life, scent and 


colour, and now well loved by many more than just her. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Address Littlefield Garden, Hawling, Gloucestershire GL54 5SZ. 
Open For the NGS on 2 July and 9 July, llam-5pm. 


1 Lupinus ‘Gallery Yellow’ 

A useful colour for linking cool blues and 
purples to warmer shades. Needs no 
staking. 50cm. USDA 4a-1Ob*. 


2 Rosa ‘Buff Beauty’ 

Arose that makes a very good display 
and looks beautiful alongside Cotswold 
stone. Federica thinks its scent divine. 
1.2m.AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 6a-10b. 


3 Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna’ 

Salvias last the whole summer and need » y . 
very little attention to produce beautiful ta é! 5 7, = 
spikes of flowers. Insects love them. 

50cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


* 


4 Cephalaria gigantea 

A useful plant with tall, pale-yellow flowers 
that seem to float. It doesn't need staking. 
2m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-/b. 


5 Rosa ‘De Resht’ 
. Used to provide points of strong pink in 
= the yew walk. A robust plant that doesn't 
= flop and is not prone to black spot. 
») 1.2m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


- 6 Heuchera americana ‘Harry Hay’ 
Fabulous, large, purple foliage with tall 
creamy-white flowers. Has a tendency to 
spread. 40cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


Hardiness rating 


7 Digitalis purpurea f. albiflora 

A regal plant, with pretty, trumpet flowers. 
© It attracts the bees, which is always nice 

= to watch. 1.8m.RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


Horticultural Society 


8 Stachys byzantina 

> The soft silvery leaves of lamb's ear 

S have spread about among the paving 
g stones where its small flowers attract 
» plenty of bees and butterflies. 

= 20cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


A new leat 


» Textural et cool erfens, Chalkyi—ibres 
and plum arte pigicnier hues in Thomas Nn 
"e% Untérdorfer’ ummer pots of style ¢ -~ 


somos THOMAS UNTE Bekeus ANDREW MONTY ¥ 
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Poolside cool 


This pot sits by the swimming pool where it has to look good from the first warm days in 


May right up to September. The planting also has to work at night, when the lights and 


candles are lit and the pool garden is elevated to a theatre-like set. I have chosen plants that 


will provide interest for the whole season, but also make sure the ensemble changes 


through the season and ends up in an exuberance of lush foliage and flowers. 


How to achieve the loo 


- Colours and shapes 
: I've kept the plant selection cool, but you 

® could easily use blue-flowering plumbago 
> and pink-and-purple cosmos. Pelargonium 


2 tomentosum is one of my favourites for its 

_ scent and leaves and we also train it as an 

8 espalier at the back of the loggia. Plectranthus 
8 argentatus is another favourite, flowering ina 
: pale lilac in summer. Salvia Love and Wishes 
= (='Serendip6’) will flower all summer, but you 
~ will have to make sure it doesn’t get swamped 
- by its neighbours. At the height of summer, 

2 Plumbago auriculata f. alba will start flowering 
5 and | like to think of it as fireworks, especially 
: at night. Cosmos bipinnatus ‘Purity’ is my 

= desert island plant and | have grown it forever 
- for its beautiful flowers and determination. 


Container, cultivation and care 

This pretty terracotta pot is from Impruneta, 
a small village outside Florence where the 
potteries produce a vast array of different 
styles. I've loved them ever since | visited 
the village while | was studying in Vienna. 
The pots are resistant to frost, even ona 
Viennese roof terrace. 

Many plants in this arrangement are very 
hungry, so | will feed them with a liquid 
fertiliser right until the end of the growing 
season. Discreet staking will be necessary to 
avoid damage and enable me to tease some 
pelargonium and plectranthus shoots right to 
the top. Salvias and cosmos will have to be 


deadheaded and if any plant tries to take over, 


it will have to be curtailed with secateurs. 


planting ideas 


Plants (see above left) 

1 Pelargonium tomentosum 
Heavenly minty scented and easily 
propagated by cuttings. Small, white 
flowers, but mainly grown for its leaves. 
Flowers July to October. 1.25m. AGM* 
RHS HIC, USDA 10a-11". 

2 Salvia Love and Wishes 
(=‘Serendip6’) 

Rich purple flowers with dark-purple 
racemes. Benefits from deadheading 
and feeding. June to October. 

1m. RHS H3, USDA 9a-11. 

3 Cosmos bipinnatus ‘Purity’ 

Great cut flower that benefits from 
deadheading. June to October. 1.2m. 
4 Plectranthus argentatus 
Pale-lavender flowers in racemes. 
July to September. 1m. AGM. 

RHS HIC, USDA 10a-11. 

5 Plumbago auriculata f. alba 
Pure-white flowers on terminal 
racemes. Needs full sun and a 
sheltered position. July to October. 
1.2m.AGM. RHS H2, USDA 8b-11. 
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Sun worshipper 


I found this beautiful old copper planter on eBay. Its shape is perfect for the terrace 


on which it sits — where it will be in the sun for most of the day. In summer, the planting 


should be rich and strong, so I can enjoy it from the house too; later I might use it 


for bulbs. Sticking to a very limited palette of colour will give it greater impact and 


will also be easier to arrange it with other pots. 


How to achieve the look 


Colours and shapes 

Aged copper is a wonderful material and 
goes with almost any colour. Here | am 
playing with purples and grey, finding the 
grey of Plecostachys serpyllifolia especially 
useful to pick up the shades of the planter. 
Osteospermum comes in several colours, 
but for me ‘Nairobi Purple’ is one of the 
best for its simplicity and intensity. To add 
a little more depth, I’ve woven a pinkish 
verbena called Glandularia Superbena 
Burgundy (=‘Usbenal15’) through the 
Osteospermum. The verbena's leaves are a 
good contrast in shape and texture and so 
are the flowers, however, the colour of the 
flowers is close to the Osteospermum, 
keeping the combination calm and effective. 
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Container, cultivation and care 

Old copper pots are one of my favourites and 
highly sought after, but when choosing a pot 
make sure it’s one that will sit securely on the 
ground. Pots that have a small base or a long, 
thin shape will dry out more quickly and might 
become unstable, once plants start to grow. 

Drainage is important and | am always 
generous with drilling holes and covering 
them with crocks and a layer of grit. Good, 
multi-purpose compost, mixed in equal parts 
with John Innes No.2 is great, but a multi- 
purpose alone would work too. 

This combination relies on deadheading 
and on weaving shoots through. The 
Osteospermum is the star so keep the others 
under control by cutting off vigorous shoots. 


Plants (see above) 

1 Glandularia Superbena 
Burgundy (= ‘Usbena15’) 

A great bedding plant for full sun or 


partial shade. It does not flower well if 
grown too dry. Deadheading will keep 
it looking tidy. May to October. 30cm. 
2 Osteospermum ‘Nairobi Purple’ 
Vibrant colour all summer long as 
long as itis grown in full sun ina 
well-drained compost. May to 
September. 35cm. 

3 Plecostachys serpyllifolia 
Invaluable foliage plant for pot 
displays and can easily be 

controlled by cutting back. 30cm. 


planting ideas 


Dramatically simple 


The background for this planter is a long row of grey-leaved hostas and a wall covered in 


climbing roses. I chose purple-coloured leaves to stand out against the backdrop and white 


flowers to add interest, without being overpowering. This scheme has to work when you 


catch a glimpse of it from afar, but still be interesting when you walk right past it, and the 


chosen plants will provide this until the first frost. 


How to achieve the look 


Colours and shapes 

There are some places where you don't need 
much colour to make an impact. In this case, 
I've used only white, purple and green, but the 
shape of the leaves and flowers make it an 
interesting combination. | have chosen two 
begonias to fill the space between the other 
plants. Their dark-green leaves give some 
breathing space between the purples around 
them and grey leaves below. 


Container, cultivation and care 

This lead planter has a suitably theatrical 
flourish, but needs care when being handled, 
as the metal is relatively soft and it is easy to 
leave marks. | covered its drainage hole with 
crocks, used some gravel for drainage, and 


used a mixture of good-quality compost and 
John Innes No.2 as the growing medium. 
Sambucus nigra f. porphyrophylila ‘Eva’ 
produces pink flowers in summer and when 
used in part shade its leaves are not too dark. 
Ipomoea batatas ‘Sweet Caroline Sweetheart 
Purple’ is an invaluable foliage plant and its 
heart-shaped leaves add some gravitas to the 
scheme. The two begonias might seem old 
fashioned, but | think they earn their place. 
To connect the display to the border, | used 
Glechoma hederacea ‘Variegata’ but it will 


need to be contained to keep the urn visible. 


Deadheading and a weekly liquid feed will 
ensure a good performance. Additional 


staking in summer will keep all plants in place 
and help the begonias reach a good height. 


planting ideas 


Plants (see above left) 

1 Sambucus nigra f. 
porphyrophylla ‘Eva’ 

| cut it back to 10cm in spring to 
achieve arching stems and keep it 
short. 6m. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-7b. 
2 Glechoma hederacea ‘Variegata’ 
Keep thinning it out to achieve the 
best effects. 1.5m. USDA 3b-10b. 

3 Begonia Tuberhybrida 

Group White 

Grown from tubers in early spring, 
the tubers can be saved for the next 
season. 50cm. USDA 10a-11. 

4 Begonia boliviensis ‘Bossa 

Nova Pure White’ 

Easily grown from seeds or bought in 
spring as a young plant, it will soon 
develop into a stunning plant, 
flowering from May until first frosts. 
Trailing habit. 40cm. USDA 9b-11. 

5 Ipomoea batatas ‘Sweet Caroline 
Sweetheart Purple’ 

Flowers in hot conditions where it 
produces the darkest leaves. 40cm. 
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Natural flair 


Simplicity is often the key to a successful scheme. In this case I have chosen three plants that 
adore full sunshine and flower all summer long. They all have a very natural, simple feel and 
work well with the utilitarian well bucket. The bucket was a find in an antiques centre and I love 


it for its simplicity, colour and texture of the wood and metalwork. It immediately reminded me 


of a beautiful old well I found when hiking in Tuscany. It was surrounded by similar plants and 


this container will bring back those beautiful memories every time I look at it. 


How to achieve the look 


Colours and shapes 

Verbena officinalis var. grandiflora ‘Bampton’ a 
much more compact form of the widely used 
Verbena bonariensis, flowers all summer long 
on tall racemes. Its purple leaves are similar to 
those of Brachyscome ‘Magenta Delight’ 
which links the planting beautifully. I've added 
Erigeron karvinskianus ‘Kew Profusion; a sun 
lover that self-seeds freely in any gaps in 
paving or walls. Its flowers are similar to the 
brachyscome, but start off white and develop 
a pink hue as they mature. 


Container, cultivation and care 
Wooden containers have a much warmer feel 


than terracotta, stone or lead and develop an 
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appealing patina as they weather. You can 
paint them in any colour, but for this 
combination | prefer the natural look. 

| drilled three 6mm holes and covered 
them with crocks and a layer of horticultural 
grit. In this case | used John Innes No.2 with 
additional grit for drainage, which will give the 
plants enough nutrients for the season and 
provide sufficient drainage. You could feed the 
planter with some liquid fertiliser to achieve 
lush foliage and growth, but | think this 
combination will work very well without 
additional food. Some deadheading would be 
beneficial to tidy up the plants and prevent 
excessive self seeding, but all in all, this is a 
very low-maintenance combination of plants. 


Plants (see above) 
1 Erigeron karvinskianus 
‘Kew Profusion’ 


Self-seeds profusely, but easy to 
control by weeding. Slightly trailing 
habit, making it perfect for smaller 
containers and use in dry stone walls. 
May to October. 40cm. USDA 6a-9b. 
2 Brachyscome ‘Magenta Delight’ 
Propagated by cuttings in late 
summer, this is a reliant performer 
with unusually dark leaves. May to 
October. 30cm. USDA 7a-11. 

3 Verbena officinalis var. 

grandiflora ‘Bampton’ 

Select a plant with a good colouring of 
stems and foliage. | divide my plants in 
spring and also take cuttings in late 
summer. Plants from seeds vary in 
colour, both leaves and flowers. June 
to October. 60cm. 


For stockist details visit 
gardensillustrated.com 
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Great expectations 


Summer is for many the high point of the 
gardening year, but if, like the writer and designer 
Mary Keen, you want your garden to have 
year-long interest it can be a tricky season to stage 


WORDS MARY KEEN PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


___* often find summer the trickiest season, because the high point of the year can arrive 
as a dull and rainy let down after the brilliance of spring. Gardeners have high expectations 


of barmy days among an abundance of traditional flowers and most visitors look forward 

to a flaming June. Some gardens that open are geared to that moment. But I want the garden 
to be an all-year delight, so if you aim to leave planting space for the other seasons, you may 
have to accept that high summer will not be the climax of the year, whatever the weather. 

Roses, the sine qua non of an English summer, rarely thrive on thin soil like ours, although 
the x odorata types are much more rewarding than the old roses, which are easy to grow on 
heavy clay. Rosa x odorata “Mutabilis’ may not have as much presence as a traditional rose, but 
it does shed its petals as the flowers fade and I love its shot-silk, pinky orange colours. Rosa 
“Marchesa Boccella (previously ‘Jacques Cartier’), R. “De Resht, R. “Madame Isaac Péreire’ and 
R. ‘Cerise Bouquet are all favourites of mine and I do grow them, but they are less rewarding 
and need constant deadheading. A wet June and the classic roses are browned off. Literally. 

In this garden, dahlias are a much better bet than roses. As Rosa ‘Constance Spry finishes, 
the single crimson Dahlia coccinea begins to flower and continues until the first frosts. 

D. ‘Admiral Rawlings; which I first saw at Powis Castle, is 2.5m tall and needs the strongest 
stakes to support it, but its purple-quilled flowers are worth the effort. Other dahlias I use are 
strong pinks and reds — ‘Grenadier’, ‘Pontiac; ‘Fascination; ‘Roxy’ — pale-pink “Gerrie Hoek’ and 
pale-yellow ‘Glorie van Heemstede’ On dull days their colours glow. Rain suits dahlias, which 
need plenty of water in dry summers. Like roses, they need deadheading, but the flowers do 
come off in one piece, rather than in a flutter of petals. No scent of course, which is a vital 
feature of any garden. Is there anything better for setting the summer scene than scent? For 
me, it adds a layer of mystery to what ought to be an all enveloping atmosphere. 

Roses are not the only summer-scented flowers. I rely on Philadelphus coronarius down 
the path to the dell before midsummer and nearer the back door P. purpurascens for scent 
after that. This shrub has a delicate way of growing and the showy, purple-stained buds 
make it special enough to use in a flower bed. When the syringas fade, the long-flowering 
Dianthus ‘Rose Joy, honeysuckle and the species Petunia axillaris all smell delicious over 
the rest of the summer. The smell of box some loathe and some love. I am in the latter 
camp, with Oliver Wendell Holmes who wrote that ‘box is one of the odours that carry us 
out of time, into the abysses of the unbeginning past. Like flowering currant, it reminds 
me of my childhood. But box also smells of Italy and lounging about in the sun. 

Turn the page for Mary's advice on combining colours for high summer 
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-< I> “Red and white flowers, even if they-are only 
we ‘s«=. pinpricks of colour, are helpful againstthe sombre 
4 purples of Phlox paniculata “Blue Paradise’ ~~ 


and Buddleja davidii “Dartmoor” 


Sharp and bright 


Keeping the show on the road is vital in summer. Some flowers are invaluable stayers and it 
is hard not to overuse them when designing for others. Geranium Rozanne (= ‘Gerwat’) is 
deservedly popular and G. Patricia (=‘Brempat’), is a better bet than the taller G. psilostemon, 
which needs cutting down after flowering. Valerian, Centranthus ruber (1), is a great standby 
here, all along the gravel path below the topiary terrace. There are three forms, white, dirty pink 
and red. With regular deadheading, they flower for months. With any one colour valerian it is 
important to remove the seedlings that come up in a different shade, or you will lose the purity 
of your strain. This also happens with honesty. Here we grow the dark Lunaria annua ‘Munstead 
Purple’ or the perennial ‘Corfu Blue so white seedlings are never allowed to linger. A Summer 
task is cleaning the silver seeds (2) so that they shine among darker plants. | used to shun white 
in flower beds, but recently | have begun to realise that it can be invaluable for lighting up darker 
flowers and heavy greenery in the dog days of summer. A pretty fleabane, Erigeron annuus (3) 
has non-stop starbursts of tiny white daisies. It seeds obligingly and is easy from cuttings. 

If white is a brightener, then red is a sharpener. A dash of red from Monarda ‘Squaw; 
from Persicaria amplexicaulis ‘Firedance’ or from the scarlet lacquer flowers of Crocosmia 
‘Lucifer’ all help to freshen a tired garden. Red and white flowers, even if they are only 
pinpricks of colour, are particularly helpful against the sombre purples of Phlox paniculata 
‘Blue Paradise’ and Buddleja davidii ‘Dartmoor’ (see left). Well-known flowers are not the 
only stayers. The slightly tender Indigofera pendula (4) is in flower all summer and another 
shrub Deutzia setchuenensis var. corymbiflora has shining white star flowers for ages. [> 
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Mixing plants 


One of the design principles that occupies me at all times of year is striking a balance between 
flower sizes. | like species better than hybrids and prefer a mingled matrix with a few spots of 
larger, brighter plants to a display of show-stopping blooms. This is more of a problem in 
summer, once the attention grabbers start to appear. Tulips, peonies, lupins, delphiniums, roses 
and dahlias are all flowers that shout across the garden to be noticed. Use too many and planting 
lacks depth and mystery. Sometimes you can scale down the impact by choosing more subtle 
forms. | love delphiniums grown for picking in a row in the kitchen garden, but would probably 
choose the airier Belladonna Group types for a mixed border. The hollyhocks (see right) are also 
grown on their own under the schoolroom windows. These are single flowers grown from seed 
collected on the lle de Ré. | love them but would find it hard to include them in a mixed planting. 


The dahlias, which are such an indispensable summer feature, are often single forms, such 
as ‘Waltzing Mathilda’ or the coccinea that now bears my name (5). This invaluable dahlia came 
from Avon Bulbs at a time when it was trying for ever blacker flowers. Christopher Lloyd fell in 
love with it and itis still grown at Great Dixter. Cactus dahlias, such as the red ‘Hillcrest Royal’ (6) 
or pink ‘Pontiac’ also lighten a planting better than a dinner plate flower. Intermittent splashes of 


colour from large flowers allow the eye to leap across a chasm of greenery, or better still a misty 
haze of smaller flowers. The Begonia Semperflorens Cultorum Group (7) from Waitrose is a 


cheery sight outside the back door, but | like it all the more for appearing against a hazy 
background of the delicate Begonia foliosa var. miniata. Helenium ‘Sahin's Early Flowerer’ (8) 
does have small flowers, but they read as one unit, so they provide enough flower power in [> 
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[> the gooseberry garden for a long period. But, as with so many plants, deadheading is vital. 
Hazy backgrounds, as in a Klimt painting, is what | like best. In spring the honesty or forget-me- 
nots are perfect foils for tulips. In summer the tiny fleabane daisy is repeated through the beds 
below the house and Salvia guaranitica ‘Blue Enigma’ (9) is another recurrent theme. 

Behind the schoolroom the feathery grass Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Goldtau’ creates a 
backdrop for standout annuals, such as orach, and ladybird and Shirley poppies, which are 
raised from seed and planted in any gaps. | like the mix of perennials with some brighter 
annuals, but this is time-consuming work and it would be more sensible to stick to perennials. 
Dianthus carthusianorum is a striking pink, but the flowers are not quite big enough to make 
the same impact as the poppies. There is Salvia nemorosa ‘Caraconna’ in the mix but blue 
always has less impact than reds and pinks, or white. The white Echinops (10) was a plant of 
the year from Bob Brown and at the time | wondered why he had chosen the white form, rather 
than the blue. This is a plant that stands out against the grasses, not in a shouty way, but it acts 
as arest for the eye. It lasts for ages in water and | now find it invaluable. The small Scabiosa 
columbaria subsp. ochroleuca (11) is another modest favourite. But the brassy Rudbeckia 
fulgida var. deamii (12) has all the qualities | like best. Clear colour in a delicate form and 
this is a plant that does stand out against the hazy look of the rest of the border. 

The grass border (see right) is my experimental zone. | wanted to see if it was 
possible to combine the freshness of the annual pictorial meadow with grasses. | am 
learning the hard way that the ravishing ‘Goldtau’ is the worst self-seeder in the garden. 
(The Sporobolus heterolepis that | also planted, failed very early.) The struggle to keep 
the balance between airy-fairy grasses and small, starry flowers with accents from few 
slightly larger, but still wild-looking flowers continues. 
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wud ladybird and Shirley. Popper 


This one-time cottage-garden 
favourite has lately fallen out of 
fashion, but are these elaborate 

andStatuéSque plants due a revival? 


- 
WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY 


* 
In brief 
What A genus of about 300 species of perennial, annual 
and biennial plants with hundreds more cultivars and 
hybrids. Most of those featured here are descended 
from the perennial species Delphiniumélatum. = 
Origin Throughout the northern hemisphere, mainly in China. 
Season Flowering in June and July with occasional re-flowering 
later in the year. 
Size From 30cm to 2m tall. 
Conditions Delphiniums enjoy a sunny, open situation, in 
well-drained soil that has been prepared by adding well-rotted . 
compost. In hot weather they will need regular watering. 
Established plants benefit from an annual top-dressing of 
a general fertiliser, and mulching helps to reduce water loss. 
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_ Delphinium*Gemini’ 
When buds open the flower spike is 
covered with neatly arranged, 


bowl-shaped, pale-lavender flowers 

" » that bleed into a darker lavender 
at the edges of the petals. The bee-like 
brown centre has a velvety texture. 
1.6m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-/bt. 


John Hoyland 

is aplantsman 
and garden writer 
who has gardens 
in both southeast 
England and 
southwest France. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings 


given where available. 


plant profile delphinium 


~ n 1936 the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York staged one of its more 
\ improbable exhibitions: a display of 
delphiniums. The plants had been bred by 
Edward Steichen, at the time a celebrated 
photographer and chief of photography for 
Condé Nast publications. Steichen’s private 
passion was the breeding of new forms of 
delphiniums, and the curators at MoMA 
saw in his work a creative process and an 
artistry that was worthy of their galleries. 
Visitors to the exhibition reportedly 
responded with awe and amazement to the 
beauty and the stature of the plants. 

The sense of wonder when presented with 
stands of porcelain-like delphiniums will be 
familiar to anyone who has visited the Chelsea 
Flower Show. As a lanky youth on my first 
visit to the show I was amazed by a dazzling 
display of delphiniums standing proudly in 
serried ranks. Grown with immense skill, they 
were regal and opulent, and at subsequent 
Chelsea shows I’ve always gone to visit them, 
to marvel as a pilgrim and to bend a knee at 
the altar of horticultural prowess. 

In the wild, delphiniums are mainly 
northern hemisphere plants, with just a few 
species growing south of the equator in 
Africa. Their greatest density is in southern 
China where around 60 of the 300 known 
species are found. Very few of the species have 
been used in the breeding of modern garden 
delphiniums, which can be placed into three 
groups. The Belladonna Group are a range of 
delphiniums about 90cm tall. First bred in the 
1850s, they are now mainly grown to be used 
as cut flowers. The Grandiflora Group are 
generally 30cm-50cm tall with clusters of 
flowers at the end of short, wiry stems. The 
third is the group featured here, the largest 
and most eye-catching group and the subject 
of that MoMA display, which are mainly 
descended from Delphinium elatum, a 
species found in the Alps. 

Plant breeders and gardeners are attracted 
to Delphinium elatum cultivars and hybrids [> 
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[> because they are much taller and have 
many more flowers than other species. The 
colour range encompasses purples, 
mauves, blues, pinks and whites, with 
single and double flowers, often with 
contrasting eyes. The first D. elatum 
cultivars were produced by French 
nurseryman Victor Lemoine in the 19th 
century, followed in Britain by James 
Kelway, and later, through to the middle of 
the 20th century, by Charles Langdon and 
John Blackmore, whose nursery is still a 
major producer of delphiniums and whose 
Chelsea display attracts so much attention. 
Delphinium breeding continues today. As 
well as wanting to extend the colour range 
and the flower shape of delphiniums, plant 
breeders strive to produce plants that are 
sturdy, resistant to disease, long-lived and 
with flowers that have a clear colour that is 
not subject to fading or spotting. 
Propagating these named delphinium 
cultivars has to be done by taking cuttings 
and is a slow and labour-intensive process 
that can never provide sufficient plants for 
the mass market. While breeders in Europe 
have been focused on producing named 
cultivars, in the USA delphinium growers 
turned their attention to cultivars that 
could be grown from seed. In the 1930s the 
Californian nursery of Vetterle and Reinelt 
launched what it called the Pacific Hybrid 
strains of delphinium that grew to about 
1.5m-2m tall and which often produced 
flowers the same year the seed was sown. 
The benefit of the seed-grown cultivars 
was that nurseries could supply large 
numbers of plants that were uniform in 
size and colour, even if they were not 
identical to each other. The plants were 
named after characters from English 
mythology and many are still available. 
Delphiniums are no longer the popular 
plant they were in the early 20th century. 
They do not sit well in the loose, 
naturalistic style of planting. Their need 
to be staked, and their dislike of summer 
drought, means that they demand to be 
more fussed over than many gardeners 
have time for. The genus flourishes in plant 
societies and gardening clubs where 
enthusiastic amateurs continue to breed 
new hybrids and safeguard old ones, 
invaluable work ensuring delphiniums will 
be around when designers and gardeners 
rediscover their matchless beauty. 


* John’s recommendations for delphiniums 
continue over the next six pages. 
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Delphinium ‘Nimrod’ 

The intense, deep royal purple of the 
sepals (see Flower structure page 59) is 
accentuated by the flowers’ white eye. The 
flower spikes are less dense than those of 
other culitvars. 2.2m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Amadeus’ 


The tubular flower spikes are packed with 
large, flat flowers and have dark-blue sepals 
that are overlaid with purple to create a 
shimmering effect. The central eye of the 
flower is brown. 1.5m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Summerfield Oberon’ 

Acultivar with flower spikes that are fat at 
the base, giving it a conical flower shape. 
It is a tall plant that has to be staked to 
support the weight of the flower. 

2.2m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Vanessa Mae’ 


An unusual form that has mauve flowers, 
edged in blue. On some flowers as they 
age the blue marking becomes more 
prominent and on some petals appears 
as a bold stripe. 1.5m. USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Michael Ayres’ 

A vigorous cultivar that resists mildew better 
than most. The gently tapering flower spikes 
are composed of flowers with deep-blue 
outer sepals and purple inner ones. 

1.8m. AGM* RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Mighty Atom’ 

An old cultivar with very long, slender 
blooms of large, semi-double violet flowers. 
Although it is a vigorous plant, producing 
many flowers, it is very susceptible to 
mildew. 1.65m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Langdon’s Orpheus’ 

Acultivar bred by Blackmore & Langdons 
with unusual, pale-mauve flowers that are 
smudged with blue, giving a pastel two-tone 
effect. The flower spikes are narrow and 
tubular. 1.6m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Cassius’ 

Unusual flowers that have blue outer sepals 
and inner ones that are deep mauve colour 
with a blue central stripe. As the season 
progresses that mauve colour fades to blue. 
1.7m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


plant profile delphinium 


D. ‘Faust’ 

A vigorous and long-lived cultivar that 
produces masses of slender blooms made up 
of semi-double ultramarine flowers. Despite 
the plant’s strong stems it always needs 
staking. 2.2m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Blue Tit’ 

A dwarf cultivar bred by Blackmore & 
Langdons with dark-purple sepals that have 
a deep-blue stripe down the middle, giving 
the flowers the look of lapis lazuli. 

1.1m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Loch Leven’ 

One of a series of delphiniums raised in the 
1960s by amateur breeder Tom Cowan. The 
slightly ruffled sepals are sky blue and the 
flowers are densely packed along the stem. 
1.65m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Fenella’ 

A vigorous and long-lived cultivar that was 
introduced in 1960 with smaller flowers than 
is usual but which seem to last far longer. The 
gentian-blue sepals surround a black centre. 
1.5m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Shimmer’ 

The deep-blue sepals and the back of the 
buds are streaked down their centre with 
mauve, creating a two-tone effect that makes 
the flowers appear — as the name suggests — 
to shimmer. 1.8m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Loch Nevis’ 
Ruffled, sky-blue flowers with a white eye on 


a branching plant. A frequent prize winner at 
flower shows and a cultivar that has been 
used by delphinium enthusiasts in breeding 
programmes. 1.8m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7/b. 


D. Blue Jade Group 

Soft, pastel-blue flowers that are deeply 
concave. Nestled deep in the centre is a 
chocolate-coloured eye. Relatively short but 
strong stems make it popular with cut-flower 
growers. 1.2m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Pericles’ 

Clear, pale-blue sepals that have no hints 
of red or purple in them. The flowers are 
formed from a double row of sepals that 
stand away from each other. 

1.7m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 
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D. ‘Cupid’ 

Short, fat spikes of sky-blue flowers that have 
been brushed with mauve at the base of the 
sepals. Being short, it does not need staking 
and can stand up to wind better than most 
delphiniums. 1m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Trudy’ 

The flowers are palest blue with a delicate 
lilac sheen on the petals that gives the flowers 
asoft look. The flower spikes are about 40cm, 
shorter than most but nevertheless this is 

a beautiful plant. 1.5m. USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Dora Larkan’ 
Densely packed flower spikes of sky-blue 


flowers that have pointed sepals and a white, 


butterfly-shaped centre. Named for a 
stalwart of the Delphinium Society. 
2m. USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘China Blue’ 

Introduced by amateur delphinium 
enthusiast Bob Carvill in 2005, this has 
quickly become a popular plant. The flower 
spikes are 7Ocm tall and the plant grows 

to 2m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 
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Flower structure 


The protective coverings of a 

plant's flower buds are known 

as sepals. These are usually green 
and in most plants they drop away 
when the flower opens. In delphiniums 
he sepals expand and form the 
colourful, flamboyant part of the 
lower. The sepals of delphiniums are 
commonly referred to as petals, but 
he actual petals are those small parts 
of the flower, usually brown or white, 
hat form the central eye of a 
delphinium’s flower. 


Pest and diseases 


¢ In general, delphiniums do not suffer 
from any more pests and diseases 
than the usual range of herbaceous 
perennial plants. However, the new 
shoots of the plant are as soft and 
tender as a mollusc could wish for, 
and even a single snail can wreak 
havoc in aclump of delphiniums. The 
most disheartening harm done by 
slugs and snails, though, is when they 
climb until they reach a suitably easy- 
to-munch point of the stem and 
damage it to such an extent that the 
flower spike, often full of promise, 
topples over. There are lots of organic 
and inorganic methods of slug control, 
with many delphinium enthusiasts 
opting for copper barriers. Whichever 
method of control you choose, it is 
important to begin it as soon as the 
delphiniums start into growth. 


* Delphiniums are susceptible to 
powdery mildew, particularly in hot, 
dry summers. Although this does 
not kill the plant the fungus will 
weaken it. Thinning congested 
clumps to increase air circulation 
around the foliage and burning any 
infected foliage may help to reduce 
the occurrence of the problem. 


Staking 

Delphinium enthusiasts who grow 
delphiniums competitively tend to 
support each individual plant with a 
tall, bamboo cane but in the garden 
these can look ugly and obtrusive. 
Just as effective are semi-circular 
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metal supports inserted into the soil 
around the plants when they are 
about 30cm tall. | have also seen hazel 
woven into supportive framework 
among the foliage. This is attractive 
and discreet but requires access to 
hazel and the skills of a weaver. 
Whatever form of staking you 
choose, do not tie the stems directly 
on to the support as this can result 
in the stems snapping. 


Where to see 


* Godinton House 
Godinton Lane, Ashford, 
Kent TN23 3BP. 
Tel 01233 643854, 
godintonhouse.co.uk 
Hosts Delphinium Week, 23 June — 
2 July, organised by the Delphinium 
Society (delphinium-society.co.uk). 


* Queen Mary’s Garden 
The Regent's Park, 
London NW14NR. 
Tel 0300 061 2300, 
royalparks.org.uk 
National collection holder. 
Delphiniums are planted in 
a large, semi-circular border 
near Jubilee Gate. 


¢ Temple Newsam Estate 
Temple Newsam Road, off Selby 
Road, Leeds LS15 OAE. 
Tel 0113 336 7560, leeds.gov.uk 
National collection holder. 


Where to buy 


* Blackmore & Langdons 
Stanton Nursery, Pensford, 
Bristol BS39 4JL. 

Tel 01275 332300, 
blackmore-langdon.com 


* Home Farm Plants 
Home Farm, Shantock Lane, 
Bovingdon, Hertfordshire HP3 ONG. 
Tel 07773 798068, 
homefarmplants.co.uk 


¢ Larkspur Nursery 
Online delphinium seed supplier. 
larkspur-nursery.co.uk 

* Newport Mills Nursery 
Wrantage, Taunton TA3 6DJ. 
Tel 01823 490231, 
newportmillsnursery.net 
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D. ‘Sandpiper’ 

The combination of dazzling white flowers 
and a black eye make this an elegant flower. It 
has a reputation for being susceptible to frost 
damage so may be unsuitable for cold 
gardens. 1.2m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Dunsden Green’ 

A vigorous plant that produces lots of creamy- 
white flowers that have a pronounced green 
hue. The flowers have a double row of sepals, 
creating an open centre with the carpels 
exposed. 1.5m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Winnifred Tym’ 

A really good form with white flowers that 
are free from a green or blue tinge and 

that are enhanced by having a white centre. 
The sepals have a slightly ruffled edge. 
1.6m. USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Sungleam’ 

Large creamy-white florets with a primrose- 
yellow eye. In the evening sun the flowers take 
ona primrose yellow sheen. Has been used to 
breed cultivars with buttery-yellow flowers. 
1.5m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 
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D. ‘Conspicuous’ 

The pastel lavender-blue flowers have a 
chocolate-coloured eye and are loosely 
arranged on the stem, giving the impression 
of alight and airy plant. 

1.5m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Summerfield Diana’ 


A popular plant bred by delphinium experts 
David and Shirley Bassett, the pale-pink 
flowers have a lavender sheen on the petals. 
It flowers later than most cultivars. 

1.5m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Spindrift’ 

An early flowering cultivar that was 
introduced in the 1970s. The flowers have 
a pastel-blue base overlaid with lavender 
and, occasionally, a green sheen on the 
sepals. 1.7m. AGM.RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Garden Party’ 

The flowers keep their solid, pale-pink colour 
and do not fade as they age. Although the 
flower spikes are only around 7Ocm tall, 

the plant can grow to a height of 2m. 

2m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


plant profile delphinium 


D. ‘Fanfare’ 

Pastel, lavender-blue flowers that are a 
similar colour to D. ‘Conspicuous’ but have 

a white eye. The flowers are tightly packed 
along the stem, creating a dense flower spike. 
1.7m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


D. ‘Rosemary Brock’ 

A dusky-pink cultivar bred by David and 
Shirley Bassett. It produces lots of shoots, 
making it easy to propagate and so is more 
widely available than other hybrids. 

1.6m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-7b. 


Tim Upson 


The RHS director of horticulture on how following his boyhood passion for plants and 
always being willing to ‘have a go’ has taken him to some interesting places 


WORDS JODIE JONES PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


im Upson’s interview for a doctoral place at Reading 
| University did not get off to a good start. He had been 
working on the remote island of St Helena in the South 
Atlantic Ocean, then accessible only by sea, and his boat arrived on 
Ascension Island too late to catch an RAF flight back to England. 

“T had no choice but to wait until I could get on another plane. 
There were faxes flying around trying to work out when I could get 
back and it started to look like I would miss the chance altogether. 
In the end, I drove straight from the RAF air base to the university 
for the very last interview slot. I think they were so impressed by the 
nature of my arrival, that it won me a scholarship.” 

There is a chance his interviewers were also impressed by his 
impeccable mastery of horticulture and scientific enquiry. Tim is a 
softly spoken, self-effacing man, but his achievements speak for him. 

Like many botanical prodigies, he was passionately interested in 
first fauna, then flora from an early age, but the rote-style learning 
at his Bristol comprehensive school never appealed. “I wasn’t really 
academic. I certainly never thought of going to university. I was 
aiming for horticultural college.” And not just any horticultural 
college. “Kew — those three letters are iconic. It was the place I really 
wanted.” And, establishing a pattern that has continued throughout 
his life, that was the place he got. 

Arriving at Kew in September 1986 he went straight to the lecture 
block. “For the first time I was being taught solely about plants and 
I found I was good at it. That was a wonderful feeling.” While still 
at school Tim had had a Saturday job at a local nursery where the 
constant questions from customers had helped to hone his plant 
knowledge. “And when we had mix-ups, like a batch of cotoneasters 
that got their labels muddled, I was the one who could sort it out, so 
I suppose even then I was alert to the different characteristics.” But 
suddenly he was surrounded by like-minded people and being taught 
by the best in the field. He loved every minute of it. 

As part of his course Tim was sent off to work at Wakehurst 
Place, West Sussex, in the coldest January for a very long time. “We 
were literally cut off from the outside world. Even the heating oil 
storage tanks started to freeze up. We couldn’t do much but wander 
around and look at the trees. It was magical.” 

Maybe that experience explains why his first plant-hunting trip 
was to sunny Greece, where for the first time he could make practical 
links between plants in the garden and the parts of the world from 
which they come. He went on to win travel scholarships to the 
Canary Islands and the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens and to spend 


a year working on a project in Cameroon, recording rubber trees, 
palms and other economically important tropical plants. 

Having passed his Kew diploma with distinction, the world of 
higher academic education was suddenly and surprisingly open to 
him. He won a place in the prestigious botany department of Reading 
University where he took a Master’s in Plant Taxonomy, with a 
particular focus on rosemary. This developed into a fascination with 
Labiatae, which continues to this day, and led to the publication (with 
Susyn Andrews) of his respected monograph on lavenders. 

For three happy years he focussed on lavenders. “It was an exciting 
time. Molecular techniques were established but still relatively new, 
which made everything more interesting. I got funding to work in 
Morocco, where lavenders were in need of revision, and I joined a great 
community of people.” He was just considering his next move, when 
he heard that the post of curator at Cambridge University Botanic 
Garden was vacant. He decided to have a go, and got the job. 

Previous curators had taken a practical approach to the role, but 
Tim brought an academic element. “When I arrived everything was 
on the cusp of change. The university had recently started charging 
admission to the garden, which in turn raised the expectations of 
visitors. We set out to show that the traditional botanic garden layout 
of family beds can include a bit of colour and artistry. It was very much 
a team effort. I have always valued the input of the individuals who 
work alongside me.” In many ways it was his dream job, and he was 
content for 17 years until, once again, opportunity came knocking. 

In 2014, he joined the RHS following a reorganisation of senior 
staff. “When you are offered the position of director of horticulture 
at the RHS it would seem churlish to turn it down. It was a leap 
into the unknown, but it was an opportunity I couldn't refuse at an 
exciting time for the Society. There is new investment in all areas; more 
community outreach; the new welcome building and learning centre 
at Wisley; the Chatsworth Flower Show; and Bridgewater, our fifth 
garden, is an extremely exciting project. Who wouldn't love helping to 
develop an 11-acre walled garden? Getting to this point has been quite 
a journey. Horticulture takes you to places you could never imagine.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
The first phase of the new 154-acre RHS Garden Bridgewater is due to 
open in 2019. Up-to-date news on all projects can be found at rhs.org.uk 


NEXT MONTH Garden writer and author Ursula Buchan. 


“The RHS position was a leap into the unknown, but it was an 
opportunity I couldn't refuse at an exciting time for the Society” 
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horticultural who’s who 


ild’s play 
Asmall family garden in the Netherlands, shows how mixing play areas 
with planting flair is not as difficult as you might think 


WORDS MARIEKE VAN GESSEL PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


alti 
se-Purple Bush’ and Verbena bonariensis help unify the planting 
lé'the trampoline. Low wooden benches, stained 
lour as the pavilion, with its wood-burning stove 


id SWing bench, also add to the sense of unity. 


In brief 


What Unusually shaped, family garden 

with cleverly integrated pavilion and play 
areas, bold geometric design combined 

with loose, natural-style planting. 

Where Wilp, near Apeldoorn, the Netherlands. 
Size Roughly 225 square metres. 

Soil Clay containing sulphur. 

Climate Temperate continental, with 

warm to hot summers and cold winters. 
Hardiness rating USDA 8. 


ie SR 
Carrie has used pale Schellevis’sla iS Tor 
terraces and crushed shelis-for the path 
which help creaté’a sense of space and'tie 
withthe grey woéd and pale planting Scher 


~ + 
‘ Paes 


Zan children and beautiful gardens ever really mix? It’s a 


question many of us ponder, often coming to the reluctant 


conclusion that the perfectly formed flower beds and elegant 
vistas we lust after may have to wait until trampolines and 
climbing frames have lost their allure. It was the dilemma 
facing Yvonne and Bernard Achterkamp in 2009 when they 
moved into their red-brick house in the small Dutch village 
of Wilp, but both were too busy with their jobs and young 
family to pay too much attention to their garden. 

Fast forward five years and Yvonne was itching to do 
something more stylish with the space. She still wanted room for 
her three daughters — then aged between five and 12 — to play and 
practise their gymnastics, but she also wanted areas for adults to 
relax, with planting that would stimulate the senses, and she 
turned to Carrie Preston, an American landscape designer based 
in the Netherlands, to create a design that would work. “A lot of 
my gardens integrate play areas and functionality in a clever, 
non-obtrusive way,” says Carrie. “This was what Yvonne was 
looking for: a garden that offers her kids ample opportunities 
to play without sacrificing aesthetics.” 

Carrie’s brief was made harder by the garden’s awkward, 
trapezoid-like shape, which together with the many overgrown 
laurel bushes made the space look much smaller than it actually 
is. “The old garden did have some nice plants in it,” says Carrie. 
“But the space wasn’t used to its full potential. None of the 
separate areas were related to each other or to the house.” 

High on Yvonne's wish list was a covered outdoor space 
with a wood-burning stove that would allow the family to spend [> 
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perennials mixed: with grasses; helps to blur th 
hard edges of the pavilion and benches —’and 
hides the children’s much-loved trampoline: 


[> as much time outside as possible. Adding a veranda to the house was 
ruled out as it didn’t fit in with the house’s architecture, so instead Carrie 
designed a separate pavilion to face the house at the far end of the 
garden. Although quite large — around 25 square metres — the pavilion 
hides the garden’s angled corner, making the space seem bigger. It’s been 
constructed using Douglas fir, which Carrie has also used for several 
structures in the garden, including benches, a pergola, with integrated 
table, and a children’s climbing frame with swings and gymnastic bars at 
the back of the house. All of these structures have been stained the same 
pale shade of purple grey to help unify the different areas. 

Planting too has a limited colour palette, made up predominantly 
of white, pink and purple. One of the things that attracted Yvonne to 
Carrie’s work was her New Perennial planting style and here she has 
created a soft, romantic feel, combining ornamental grasses with 
perennials, such as Selinum wallichianum, Agastache rugosa f. albiflora 
‘Alabaster, Verbena bonariensis, Nepeta grandiflora ‘Dawn to Dusk and 
three Lythrum salicaria cultivars: “Blush; ‘Robert and ‘Zigeunerblut, 
which contrast with the strong architectural lines of the central 
pavilion, pergola and benches. Planting also helps to hide the 
ubiquitous trampoline, which once took up the entire back corner, 
but now its large, round form has been incorporated into the flow of 
the garden, thoroughly surrounded by plants. 

The family also wanted a lawn. Real grass wasn’t an option, because 
of the garden’s tricky shape to mow, so reluctantly Carrie came round 
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1 Agastache rugosa f. albiflora ‘Alabaster’ Great fun for children, 
because it smells like aniseed. Very sturdy and long flowering. 20cm. 

2 Foeniculum vulgare Carrie used the sulphur-yellow flower heads to act 
as acontrast to the garden's many umbels. 1.8m. RHS H5, USDA 4a-9bt. 
3 Echinacea purpurea ‘White Swan’ A strong and reliable echinacea 
that is unusually white rather than purple. 70cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 
4 Lythrum salicaria ‘Robert’ One of three cultivars grown here. Thrives 
in fairly humid soil and flowers from June until September. Im. RHS H7. 

5 Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Overdam’ Compact, ornamental grasses 
such as this are great for small gardens. 1.2m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 

6 Salvia Love and Wishes (= ‘Serendip6’) An attractive salvia Yvonne 
has added to bring an extra splash of colour. Im. RHS H3, USDA 9a-11. 

7 Verbena bonariensis A perennial favourite that Carrie recommends to 
give a young garden a ‘turbo boost’ 2m. AGM* RHS H4, USDA 7a-11. 

8 Sedum ‘Herbstfreude’ Another favourite with fleshy leaves and flower 
heads that gradually turn pink. 60cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


to the idea of using artificial grass. “We discussed this a lot and finally 
agreed on this solution, because it is the most practical. And since the 
garden is completely surrounded by hornbeam hedges, without views 
to an open, natural landscape, I figured it would be OK for once, as an 
exception.” Fake lawn and a trampoline dor’t sound like ingredients 
for a beautiful garden but Carrie has combined both with such 
panache, she’s proved child-friendly can also be incredibly stylish. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Carrie Preston, Studio Toop, Zandkamp 94 3828GE Hoogland, the 
Netherlands. Tel + 31 (0)6 4127 5201, studiotoop.nl 
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How to make play work 


* Try to integrate play areas naturally. Here Carrie has used the 
same wood and style for the climbing frame and a nearby pergola, 
which gives the feel of a single unit — but you could even combine 
both into the same structure. The solid benches she's created as 
seating are also great fun for children to climb on and jump off, and 
provide a flat surface for games. 


« Yes, trampolines are ugly, but children really love them. You can 
make one less of an eyesore by lowering it into the ground — leaving 
a hollow area beneath it — and surrounding it with tall, soft planting. 
In this garden Carrie used hydrangeas from the old garden and box 
hedging, that was tough, but soft enough to break any falls. 


* Children, especially young ones, love to run around — often 
quite literally. Placing a simple bench, table or flower bed in 

a garden creates a focal point for adults and gives children 
something to run around in endless circles. 


* Older children like to have their own table and chairs, away 
from adults. Creating a separate seating area also gives children 
somewhere of their own in the garden to play. 


¢ Make sure you include some open areas where you can keep an 
eye on children, but also ensure you include more hidden areas for 
them to enjoy their own secret fantasy world. 


i 

Mig! 

ah 

=) Yvonne's two younger daughters, Satine and 
Coco, enjoy playing on the bespoke'climbing 


frame anddowéred trampoline (below), both of 
Which blend beautifully into this stylish garden. 


Sweet 
SCOUSMMONS 


Easton Walled Gardens grows more 
than 100 different sweet peas cultivars in 
a magical mix of colours 


WORDS URSULA CHOLMELEY 
PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Easton Walled Gardens is a 12-acre garden 
in a quiet part of Lincolnshire. It’s been 
maintained by the Cholmeley family and 
their gardeners for at least 400 years. In the 
20th century, the wars that changed so 
much of Europe reverberated through this 
ancient enclosure. First the house was used 
as a hospital and then a barracks. Grenades 
were let off in the greenhouses and statues 


shot at by brave but restless, young soldiers. 
By 1951, the heartbreaking decision was made to pull the house 
down and the damage to the old walls and gardens was exploited 
by sycamores, ash, elder and brambles. 

After the war, Sir Hugh Cholmeley started a market garden 
within the walls of the old gardens. He was very fond of sweet peas, 
which were grown in old vegetable beds for the cut flower market 
in Nottingham. The antithesis to war, the rows of delicate, scented 
sweet peas offered an insight into the beauty of life that is as 
important today as it was then. 

Fifty years later, little remained of the market garden or the lawns 
but the air of peace and crumbling walls anchored in an ancient 
landscape was mesmerising. Determined to restore some pride to 
this site, I started the long process of revitalising the gardens. Most 
of the early years involved heavy machinery and destruction but in a 
corner of the gardens we started to grow sweet peas and other 
annuals to give us hope that longer-term goals were possible. 

Like Sir Hugh, we have discovered that sweet peas grow very well in 
our sunlit gardens. We grow more than 100 cultivars for display and 
cutting and we harvest the seed to sell. Initially, we grew the older, 
smaller-flowered, grandiflora sweet peas as something of a novelty and 
concentrated on the larger spencer types. Modern and spencer sweet 
peas are excellent for cutting but the older flowers have a charm and a 
scent that is unmatched in the larger, longer-stemmed flowers. We 
grow over 20 heritage cultivars now; for garden worthiness and for 
smaller gardens, containers and beds it is hard to beat a hazel frame of 


twining, scented grandiflora sweet peas in rich, velvet colours. 


Turn the page for some of Ursula’s favourite sweet peas 
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ie semi- grandiflora-type ered 


fantastic scent. Extremely florife FOU 
RHS H3, USDA 2a-11'. 
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2L.’Astronaut Lavender’ 
Anon-tendril cultivar, needs tying 
large flowers, four to a stem with g 
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ia breeder Keith Hammett’s stable of 
great new colourways. A determined 
sweet pea that performs well even in 
poorer soils. Has an unusual scent. 


6 L. ‘Katie Alice’ 
‘Reliable and not too susceptible to rain 
damage, which is unusual in such a dark 


colour. 
blue flowe 


7L. ‘King Si: 
Always the fi 
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dark flowers with up to 


a 


SWEET PEA TY; 
There are several different types of sweet 
pea but the twomest common are: 
Grandiflora Smallflowers on short stems. 
Sometimes referred to as ‘Old Fashioned’ 
Strongly scented 
Spencer Huge, frilled flowers with a wavy 
petal edge. Medi n scent. 
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Heritage’s 


1L. ‘King Edward VI y 
Vigorous and reliable with a great scent. 


2 L. ‘Americ , 
_ Shorter tha and therefore 


ig in pots, this — 


"9 | : he ¥ ' : Be 
old and reliable ar has masses of rstoastem and : 
small flowers Wi arries P Hiss 
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“~~ Arather subtle light-blue sv 


5 L. ‘Madame Butterfly’ - 
flowers for a grandiflora with 


contemporary arrangements. 


: 8 L. ‘Matucana’ 4 
_x hammettii “Turquoise A somewhat frustrating c 
auve sweet pea with petals that fade to difficult to germinate and 
a pure turquoise. Very pretty, clean scent. tricky for a sweet pea tha 


ivar — itcan be 
rprisingly 
ooks so close to 
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easy to grow. Makésgood bushy plants. ) 


Nal species. But its scent and cy 5 
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9 L: ‘Almost Black’ ; 
Mid-sizediplants with deep burgundy © 
flowers tt at stay unmarked by rain. Good 
scent with up to four flowers per stem. 
Highly recommended and popular. 
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“LL. ‘White Frills’ on strong L. ‘Harlow C 4 
P Cream buds open to pure whit@ frilly _ in poor we ur cream flowers fl ed peachy pin 0} 
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’ inthe dusk, and althoughit doesn’t — 7 L.“Rosie’ ; e z 
hhave'much of ascent, a good choice ‘Classic sweet pea Scent andexcellent — , 
» of cultivar because of its Beauty and weather resistance for such a strong colour. 


vigour AGM.) An excellent all-round pink sweet pea. 
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8 L. ‘Red Arrow’ — 
Ascarlet-red sweet pea that gives bunches 
of flowers a lovely retro feel. The best scarlet® 


6 L. ‘Lizbeth’ 
Extremely pretty wavy p' 
stems that resist marking in 
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2-9 July, jam-4pm. The gardeners als¢ t 
offer private tours of the sweet peas, ro Bi 
and gardens. visiteaston.co.uk 4 5 
+ All sweet peas featured, grow to aroun d 3 
16-18m, depending on type and conditions oH Ei 


Growing tips 

Sweet peas germinate, grow, 
flower, set seed and die in one 
annual cycle. At Easton, we 
harvest and dry the seed in late 
August, and sow the first batch 
into root trainers in October in 
an unheated glasshouse. The 
last warm rays of autumn will 
give them the kick they need 
to germinate. 

Once the seedlings appear 
we keep them as cold as 
possible, leaving them outside 
and only bringing them in during 
a hoar frost. This gives the 
plants time to produce long, 
strong roots. Big roots are the 
key to a fine sweet pea crop. 
We prepare beds with lots of 
manure; we find that green 
manure sown in September is 
the best soil conditioner for our 
young plants before they are 
planted out in early March. 

Green manure prevents 
nutrients leaching out of the 
top layers of soil and gives our 
plants a head start. 


Where to buy 


« Eagle Sweet Peas 
Eagle Sweet Peas, Broadmoor 
Lane, Stowe-by-Chartley, 
Staffordshire ST18 OLD. 
Tel 01889 270215, 
eaglesweetpeas.co.uk 

* Easton Walled Gardens 
Easton, Grantham, 
Lincolnshire NG33 5AP. 
Tel 01476 530063, 
visiteaston.co.uk 

¢ Keith Hammett 
Tel +64 9 833 9453, 
drkeithhammett.co.nz 

* Kerton Sweet Peas 
North Farm Cottage, 14 Bristol 
Road, Pawlett, Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA6 4RT. 
Tel 01278 683517, 
kertonsweetpeas.co.uk 

¢ Roger Parsons Sweet Peas 
Primrose Cottage, Clayton 
Lane, Bracklesham Bay, 
Chichester PO20 8JQ. 
Tel 01243 673770, 
rpsweetpeas.com 


In brief 


Name Coughton Court. fee 

What Classic, romantic English gardeh. ‘ay 
Where Warwickshire. en 
Size 18 acres. : “ 
Climate Frost pocket: The land at the back of 
the property is sheltered and the front very 
open to the southwesterly winds. 

Soil A thin loamy soil with a slightly alkaline pH. 
Hardiness rating USDA'S. 
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Within the walled garden of her ancestral home, 


Coughton Court, designer Christina Williams has 
created a series of stunning garden rooms 


WORDS TAMSIN WESTHORPE PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 


Thalictrum Elin’; ‘Cotinus coggyeria ‘Royal Purple’ and c 


the'silvery leaves of Melianthus major: 


+ 


oughton Court oozes history. Home since 
1409 to the Throckmorton family — staunch 
Catholics at a time when that could put you 
on the wrong side of English history — the 
house has seen its share of treason and plot. 
Gunpowder too, in a way, for several plotters 
gathered here in November 1605 to wait 
fruitlessly for news of Guy Fawkes’s success. 

Today, there’s still drama — and fireworks — 
aplenty in the gardens, especially in the fiery 
Hot Border, but their history is relatively new 
and far less tempestuous. During the Second 
World War the gardens fell into disrepair and 
even after the house was gifted to the National 
Trust in 1946, little was done to revive them. 
The Throckmorton family, who still live in the 
house, look after the gardens, and in the early 
1990s the current tenant Clare McLaren- 
Throckmorton and her daughter decided it 
was time the gardens were shown some love. 
Luckily, Clare’s daughter, Christina Williams, 
is a garden designer with plenty of ideas. 

She started with the Courtyard next to the 
house, using a layout based on an Elizabethan 
knot garden to echo its architecture. From 
here a formal lawn flanked on both sides by 
an avenue of pleached limes leads to the 
Rotunda, a circular lawn, enclosed by yew 
hedging. “When we planted this hedging we 
discovered it was on the site of the old moat,” 
says Christina. “It’s as if we unconsciously 
knew this boundary was significant.” 

Planting the yew brought home the 
challenges of gardening on a Grade I-listed 
property. “We are not allowed to dig deeper 
than 15cm without permission, as there’s a [> 


Clockwise from top left 


The Rotunda, built on the site of an old moat, is a 
circular lawn enclosed by yew hedging, which had to 
be raised on to mounds to comply with English 
Heritage regulations. 


Christina prizes Dahlia ‘Bishop of Llandaff’ as much 
for its dark foliage as for its bright-red flowers, which 
set the zingy tone to this red and orange Hot Border. 


Before Christina redesigned the walled garden, this 
area of the Rose Labyrinth was dominated by run 
down glasshouses. In the background is 

St Peter's, one of two churches on the estate. 


On each side of the Rotunda a lime avenue leads to 
a round, sunken garden. In this one the dominant 
colour, set by the airy grass Stipa gigantea, is gold in 
the other the colour palette is based around silver. 
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“When we planted this hedging we discovered it 
was on the site of the old moat. It’s as if we 
unconsciously knew the boundary was significant” 


> possibility that archaeology could be 
disturbed,” Christina explains. To comply she 
had to create mounds below the hedges to 
allow the yew room to root. 

However, it’s in the Walled Garden where 
Christina’s flair as a designer is most on 
display. The large L-shaped garden is now 
divided into a series of garden rooms, each 
with its own character. At one end is the Hot 
and Cool Garden with its pair of 5m-deep 
herbaceous borders. “I wanted to create 
old-fashioned Edwardian-style borders, which 
were very out of fashion at the time, but I felt 
they would fit here. Having seen the hot and 
cool borders created by Penelope Hobhouse 
at Tintinhull, I was inspired.” 

On one side Christina’s Cool Border is a 
glorious mix of purples and blues — Aconitum 
‘Stainless Steel’ with its spires of Wedgwood 
blue flowers, light and airy Thalictrum Eli’ 
and the metallic Melianthus major — with 
spots of yellows. “When planting a cool colour 
scheme, it is important to use recessive 
purple-blues and greys, but then use a shot of 
white or yellow to stop it being boring,” says 
Christina. “White flowers should be used with 
grey or green foliage, not both.” 

The Hot Border on the other side is full of 
zingy reds — Lychnis chalcedonica, Hemerocallis 
‘Stafford’ and “Bonanza; and Lobelia cardinalis 
‘Bee’s Flame’ — joined in high summer by 
cannas and the orange-flowering annual 
tithonia. Christina finds these oranges and 
reds much easier to work with than dominant 
yellows, which she says should never take up 
more than a third of a border. 

From the ebullience of the Hot and Cool 
Garden you pass through the relative calm of 
the Pool, Early Summer and Lavender 
gardens to the Ladies’ Garden, the newest 
garden room, where euphorbias and salvias 
mingle happily. Turn a corner and you find 
another of the garden’s jewels: the Rose 
Labyrinth. A gift from Christina to her [> 
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} Inthe Rose babyrinth, the pink-and-white-flowered 
4 Rosa gallica ‘Versieslor’ surrounds:a statue of 

7 Rosamund Clifford, a distant relative of the 
Throckmortons wha gives, the rose its;common 


name of Rosa mundi. - ™ 
a 
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Combining perennials and Toses” 


Christina loves partnering roses with 
perennial spires. Here the purple spires 
of Salvia x superba‘combine with the 
red Scabiosa atropurpurea and the 
delicate flowers of Astrantia major. 
‘cyaret and A.‘Roma’jn shades‘of pink 
that? reflect the stripes of Rosa gallica 
“Vdtsicolor’ Other ates iff 
partnerships afe the white-spired 
Chamaenerion angustifolium ‘Album’ 
with the pink R. Gertrude Jekyll 

(= Ausbord’) and rich-purple R. ‘William 
Lobb; or the cream and yellow-flowered 


R. ‘Golden Wings" ‘with Nepeta, 
govaniana, Iris’ DreamingYellow’ and 
Centranthus ruber“Albus: She‘alsolikes 
to pair the white spires and maroon 
foliage of Penstemon digitalis * Bees" 
Red’ with rose foliage. 


Foxgloves of all kinds are welcome in 
the rose garden. Digitalis purpurea 
‘Sutton’s Apricot’ dances with white 
roses with style, while the white and 
purple D. purpurea ‘Pam's Choice; 


works well withdark-red roses, such 


as ‘Tuscany sisal FO A C 
Péreire’ of the striped ‘Ferdinand \\ 
Pichard: Christina alSo partners: es 4 
small and slender, yellow-flowered | | \ 
D: lutea with yellow and white.“ is 
roses, such as Wollerton Old Hall an 
(=‘Ausblanket’) or ‘Boule de Nees | 


Christina mainly uses 'the silvery | 

Santolina pinnata- subsp. neapolitana 
‘Edward Bowles’ ‘Artemisia ludovicianay y| | 
‘Valerie Finnis’ Elale| Riachys byzantina: y | 
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Grey foliage is a:winner with all roles “at 
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Clockwise from top left 


The elegant formal lawn is lined by two avenues of 
pleached lime, which were planted in 1992. 


The scented Lavender Garden leads through the 
Early Summer and Pool Gardens to the Hot and Cool 
Garden with its herbaceous borders. Hornbeam and 
yew hedges hide the colourful display just ahead. 


Paths in the Rose Labyrinth are also lined with 
a mix of perennials, including Alchemilla mollis, 
Phlomis russeliana and the pretty Lilium regale. 


[> rose-loving mother, its winding paths snake 
around more than 250 different roses — 
shrubs, climbers, ramblers — all cleverly 
interplanted with perennials. On sunny days, 
their perfumes are trapped within the walls. 

Beyond the walls lies the Orchard, 
Christina’s favourite part of the garden, where 
several traditional varieties of apple and pear 
grow alongside cherries, plums, quinces and 
medlars, along with a productive vegetable 
garden, and a Bog Garden with native marsh 
plants and some exotic treasures. 

Although new in gardening terms, this is 
a garden with real maturity and feeling of 
belonging that only adds to Coughton’s sense 
of history. It’s also a garden that continues to 
evolve. “You can’t be too slavish to the original 
concept,” says Christina. “I won't be able to 
garden from the grave. A garden is a moment 
in time, so it has to change.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Coughton Court, Coughton 
Alcester, Warwickshire B49 5JA. 

Tel 01789 400004. 

Web nationaltrust.org.uk/coughton-court 
Open See website for details. 


GARDEN PLAN 


1 House 13 Early Summer 
2 Courtyard Garden 

3 Formal lawn 14 Pool Garden 

4 Lime avenues 15 Cool Border 

5 Sunken gardens 16 Hot Border 

6 Rotunda 17 Orchard 

7 St Peter's, Church 18 Soft fruit garden 


of England church 19 Vegetable garden 
8 Rose Labyrinth 20 Small orchard 
9 Westminster Pool 21 St Peter, Paul and 


10 Gentleman's Walk 
11 Ladies’ Garden 
12 Lavender Garden 
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Elizabeth, Roman 
Catholic church 
22 Bog Garden 


“You can’t be too slavish to the original concept. 
I won't be able to garden from the grave. A garden 
is a moment in time, so it has to change” 


Your (Perfect 
(lasshouse 


Designed especially for you 
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GRIFFIN GLASSHOUSES 


GLASSHOUSES OF DISTINCTION 


Serfection is just a call away... 


ee www.griffinglasshouses.com 


with our select 


or call: 01962 772512 


GILES MILLER STUDIO. 


Design update, ideas and sourcebook 
UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


Pe me , 
SN BOT. 10 © se 


AGW AEs 


ar BIS 
Bess 


@ 4 


a 
i 
fi 


A different view 

Perched high on the Surrey hills near Winterfold, this permanent 
piece of sculptural architecture — called Perspectives — from 
London-based design studio Giles Miller is possibly the most 
perfect place to escape the stresses of modern life. The pavilion'’s 


URN 


overlapping cedar shingles, which are attached to a curving iron 
frame, are etched with lines of poetry, and messages of love and 
memory from local residents and other contributors to the project 
by Surrey Hills Arts and the Mittal Foundation. gilesmiller.com 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


MOWING MADE EASY 


Take the effort out of lawn care with a robotic mower, and fill 
your weekends with more rewarding jobs 


fall the work that goes into creating your 
@) dream garden, lawn care has to be the 

most arduous. As well as mowing, raking 
and disposing of clippings, keeping your grass 
looking its best requires hours of effort every 
week and comes with all sorts of unpleasant side 
effects, like noise pollution and smelly emissions 

The WORX Landroid solves all of these problems 

in one, by turning the hard work over to a smart 
robotic mower It’s a clever bit of kit and incredibly 
quiet, so you can leave it running overnight and 
wake up each morning to a beautiful, freshly mown 


lawn, It's also reassuringly rugged, and able to 
handle uneven ground and sloped up to 35%. 

The Landroid isn’t bothered by oddly shaped 
gardens either: In fact, its smart technology is fully 
customisable and ready to go straight out of the 
box, without the need for any tricky programming. 

You can see the Landroid in action on stand 
HC418 at the RHS Hampton Court Place Flower 
Show, or online on Facebook @WORXGardenDIlY. 
Plus, enter the competition below for your chance to 
win a WORX Landroid robotic mower for yourself. 
Your gardening will never be the same again. 


WIN A WORX LANDROID 


For your chance to win a WORX Landroid for yourself, simply send an email containing your name, age, and the 
size of your garden to ukmarketing@positecgroup.com. Make sure to include Worx Landroid competition in the 
subject line, or your entry may not be counted.” 


ORDER YOUR ROBOTIC MOWER AT WORXLANDROID.COM 


*This competition is open from 22 June until the 31 of July. The winner will be contacted within |4 days of the closing date and will receive their prize within 30 days. 
They will be contacted by a representative of Positec Power tools Europe (Ltd), the manufacturers of the Worx Landroid. For full Ts&Cs, visit gardensillustrated.com/ 
webform/win-worx-robotic-mower 


GER BLOXHAM 
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design update 


NEW GARDEN 

Fifth paradise 

The RHS has been granted planning permission in principle for its 
fifth garden, RHS Garden Bridgewater, at Worsley New Hall in 
Salford, Greater Manchester. A master plan for the 154-acre garden 
has been drawn up by landscape architect Tom Stuart-Smith, which 
will include a new lake, a water garden of interlocking streams and 
rocky waterfalls, and a perennial meadow. The first phase will be the 
restoration of the 11-acre Walled Kitchen Garden, one of the largest 
in the UK, which is due to open in 2019. rhs.org.uk.bridgewater 


Family photographs, siich’as,ones.of <i 
the Beales’ grandchildren enjoying the. 
swimming pond (right);were-used'to ». 
help restore Standen:House’s. gardens? 


lea 


RESTORATION 
Uncovering past glories 

Once home to the Beale family, Standen House in 
West Sussex was gifted to the National Trust in 
1972, but areas of its Arts and Crafts-inspired hillside garden, 
such as the swimming pond, rose garden and lime walk, had become lost. Now following a 
five-year restoration, these have been reinstated and new areas planted. An exhibition 
about the garden continues at the house until 3 September. nationaltrust.org.uk/standen 


FULL *~ 
SWING 
Make the most of long 
summer evenings with 
this LED rechargeable 
Thierry Le Swinger 
lamp. Hang it from a 
branch, pergola, or its 
supplied 

beech wood 

stand. With 

three variable 

light settings, 

it’s suitable for indoor or 
outdoor use. Available with 
red, green, taupe or light grey 
detailing, it costs £219.95. 
fatboy.com 
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update 


Chelsea Flower Show gold 
medalists Hugo Bugg and 
Charlotte Harris, who recently 
collaborated on the design of the 
new 445-acre Royal Botanic 
Garden in Jordan, have merged 
landscape design practices to 
form the Harris Bugg Studio, 
which is based in London and 
Exeter. harrisbugg.com 

The Roof Gardens’ Gardening 
Club is hosting a panel 
discussion on the role 
of women in the world of 
gardening. 16 July, 9am-12pm, 
£15 (£10 for Gardening Club 


Sky running members). The Roof Gardens, 

A 300m-long roof garden designed by Gillespies, the landscape architects behind London's 99 Kensington High Street, 

Sky Garden, is set to top Google's new King’s Cross headquarters. The internet company has London W8 5SA. ticketweb.co.uk 
applied for planning permission for the building, designed by Heatherwick Studio and Bjarke Garden designer Adam Frost has 


Ingels Group, with an extensive garden that will include a 200m running track. launched a Garden School, held at 
his developing garden near 
Stamford in Lincolnshire. Learn 
how to create a kitchen garden 
that’s both productive and 
beautifully designed (25-26 July), 
or how to turn garden design into 

a career with guest tutor James 


Alexander-Sinclair (16 August). 


Water power 

Aseries of spectacular fountain shows 
throughout the summer will mark the 
re-opening of the Main Fountain Garden 
at Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania, 
USA. State-of-the-art technology will 


create dramatic light and sound shows ecapuitostee Ui sclied! 
aa Head to Kent for the NGS 
among water fountains that can now : : 
shoot water higher than ever before pbenllis of Beteenicesiatier 
. ; Graham Lloyd Brunt’s 


Anew Grotto has been added to the 
restored Italian-inspired garden, and 
more than 4,000 pieces of carved 
limestone have been cleaned and 


garden, Calico House, near 

Sittingbourne, where historic yew 

hedges and topiary have been 

re-shaped, and borders planted 

with contemporary schemes. 

22 July, 3-7.30pm. ngs.org.uk 
Back to Back Gardens return to 


repaired. longwoodgardens.org 


Sensory delight 

One of the largest show gardens at this 
year’s RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show, will be a community garden for Blind 
Veterans UK, the national charity for vision- 
impaired ex-servicemen and women. 
Designed by Fisher Tomlin & Bowyer, the 
garden will feature ornamental trees, an 
orchard and a kitchen garden. A willow 
sculpture by Tom Hare, inspired by the 
great vine at Hampton Court Palace that 
veterans tended after the First World War, 
will wrap around the garden. 4-9 July. 
rhshamptoncourtpalace.seetickets.com 


RHS Flower Show Tatton Park, 
Cheshire, after a three-year 
absence, offering design ideas for 
small spaces. Check out new 
talent, too, in the RHS Young 
Designer of the Year entries. 
19-23 July. rhs.org.uk 

Join a tour with head gardener 
David Roberts of the grounds at 
The Grove Hotel in Hertfordshire, 
which were restored in 2005 by 
Michael Balston. 25 July, 
1.30-5pm. perennial.org.uk 
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Who’s in the driving seat - that’s the CRUX 


ASSET MANAGEMENT 


Active managers who invest in their own funds 


Active investing beats passive investing hands down when 
you have the right manager in the driving seat. 


The managers of CRUX’s European Special Situations 
Fund have outperformed the index’ and the tracker funds 
that follow it nearly every year over the past five years*. 


So if you're thinking of investing in Europe steer your 
attention towards CRUX and their European funds. 


Past performance is not a guide to future returns. The value 

of an investment and any income from it are not guaranteed 
0800 30 474 24 and can go down as well as up and there Is the risk of loss to 
www.cruxam.com your investment. 


Important information: * FTSE World Europe Ex-UK. *Source; FE to 30.04.17, net income reinvested. Past performance is not a guide to future returns. The value of an 
investment and any income from it are not guaranteed and can go down as well as up and there is the risk of loss to your investment. FP CRUX European Special Situations 
Fund, previously Henderson European Special Situations Fund was restructured and consequently renamed on 8th June 2015. This financial promotion is issued by CRUX 
Asset Management, who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority of 25 The North Colonnade, Canary Wharf, London E14 5HS. A free, English 
language copy of the full prospectus, the Key Investor Information Document and Supplementary Information Document for the fund, which should be read before investing, 
can be obtained from the CRUX website, www.cruxam.com or by calling us on 0800 304 7424. For your protection, calls may be monitored and recorded. 


| Understated 


Beautifully laid stone, hedges 
so sharp you could cut 
yourself, freshly ironed turf, 
comfy loungers and perfect 
little pinpoints of light. This is 
a snappy city garden with 
perfect lines and it will come 
as no surprise to the 
cognoscenti that it was 
designed by the very clever 
Luciano Giubbilei. 


2 Warm glow 

This is what we in the trade 
call an underglow — or if we 
don’t then we jolly well 
should do. Warm lights 
attached to the underside 
of a cantilevered bench send 
out just enough light to 
stop anybody tripping but 
not enough to smother the 
flicker of the flames. 


James Alexander-Sinclair 
is a garden designer, writer, 
broadcaster and founder 

of into-gardens.com. He has 
served on the RHS Council 
for the past five years. 


Light fantastic 


Garden illumination can either transport you to a moonlit 
paradise or leave you feeling like an extra in The Great Escape. 
James Alexander-Sinclair sheds light on how to get it right 


WORDS JAMES ALEXANDER-SINCLAIR 
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horizon the garden takes on another life as part planetarium, part 


magine this: sitting on a terrace at the end of a warm 


summer's day, the last of the pollinators are thinking about 


calling it a day and heading home. As the sun slips below the 


moonlit paradise and part sophisticated nightclub. Alternatively, it 
is a dingy January afternoon and you are struggling home after a 
long day in the office. As you walk through the gate all around you 
are little pinpricks of light that shine up into the frosted skeletons 
of your borders and the charcoal black branches of the trees. Would 
that not be a wonderful welcome home? Almost as good as a 
couple of crumpets with butter and home-made raspberry jam. 
Such is the power of garden lighting. 

To be clear, there are two sorts of garden lighting: there is the 
stuff we put in for purely practical purposes. Glaring bursts of 


3 Light your way 
This is great — a zig zag of 
light flittering across 
cobbled path. Not just to 
light your way home after 

a late night but to pick up 
elegantly on the undulations 
and hillocking of the granite 
setts. Much more exciting 
than bollards — and much 


easier to mow around. 


4 Party shine 


Fairy lights are not just 


for Christmas — they can 
make a garden ready for 

a party at any time of the 
year. When | was a child 

fairy lights involved a lot 

of adult words as each bulb 
had to be checked and 
replaced if necessary — today 
it is dead simple thanks to 
waterproofing and LEDs. 


5 Tread carefully 
Many of the other things 
we have shown here are 
for aesthetic effect, this 

is for health and safety 

as well. More than any 
other part of the garden 

it is extremely important to 
light steps otherwise one 
leaves oneself open to 
stumbles and grazed knees — 
especially among less 
abstemious visitors. 


bright sodium in place to alert us to the presence of visitors 
whether welcome or unwelcome — my best experience of this 
was to be woken up in the middle of the night by two foxes 
who were energetically copulating in my newly planted border. 
These lights are important as they stop people falling over 
steps or losing their car. 

The second, infinitely preferable option is to do something 
that accentuates and adorns as well as illuminates: lighting 
designed to not only show you the way but also to pick out 
plants, trees and features to their best advantage. To get this 
right does usually require the attention of a lighting designer — 
most electricians can do the wiring but may lack the finesse 
to place the lights. You need to work out which parts of the 
garden need which solution — there is little point in having [> 
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6 Making a splash 
We are often told that 

water and electricity do not mix 
and usually this is sensible 
advice but the exception is in 
gardens where a fountain can 
really come alive with a bit of 
light. To be honest water 
features are much more 
exciting after dark. This is a 
symphony in stainless steel 
and LED lights. 


7 High light 

Now, thanks to modern 
technology, we can 

take romantic moonlit walks 
even when it is cloudy or 

the moon is being reticent 
and shy. All that is required is 
to secure lights high in the 
trees to shine down and bathe 
the ground below. Really very 
magical and probably my 
favourite lighting effect. 


8 Moody blues 


This is a rill withou 
the inconvenience o 


water sloshing around your 
decking. A narrow signpost o 
light rocketing towards the 
focal point of the garden. 
Simple to do using toughened 
glass or Perspex, and the 
colour of the light could change 
according to mood. Yellow 
Brick Road anybody? 


> fairy lights if they are going to be drowned by Stalag Luft- 
style searchlights every time you move. 

Since I first started making gardens lights have become not 
only more exciting but much more reliable. This is mostly because 
of the invention of the LED, which gives us great freedom (and 
environmental brownie points — you can light a whole garden for 
the equivalent of one 60W light bulb). Fittings do not have to have 
their lamps changed annually nor do they tend to explode as often 
if they get wet. They are also much less clunky — you do not fully 
understand swearing until you have had to install an uplight fitting 
the size of a small dustbin among the roots of an ancient beech 
tree — and you can get an inordinate amount of light from a tiny 
fitting. Nowadays we can have narrow ribbons of light under the 
noses of step treads or skeins of fairy lights flickering through 


trees. So many different possibilities — one of my personal 


favourites is moonlighting: where the lights are fixed high up in the 
branches of trees shining down upon pathways or drives. The only 
current disappointment are solar-powered lights which, while 
promising much, are usually disappointing — give them a few years. 
Switching has become considerably more sophisticated: rather 
that a couple of rocker switches by the back door or a motion 
sensor by the gate, you can now control the whole thing from your 
telephone. Zones can be isolated, lights can be dimmed, moods can 
be set and you can even change the colour of your light by a simple 
tap or swipe. This gives great scope — and many opportunities to 
show off to your friends by suddenly making a tree spring into light 
or a fountain play. The other advantage of this is that it does not 
require new switches and wires to be chiselled into your kitchen 


KRISTY RAMAGE 


DESIGN 


DESIGN CLAIRE MEE DESIGNS 


8 MARIANNE MAJERUS: 


JHN CULLEN LIGHTING. 


DESIGN RANDLE SIDDELE 
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walls. Do not, however, allow yourself to get carried away — as with 


cheap chocolate and X Factor, moderation is our watchword: do 
not be tempted to have too much unless you really want your 
garden to look like Tinkerbell’s boudoir. 

Garden lighting is not cheap but it is definitely worth a bit of 
investment as it lengthens the time when your garden is useful. If you 
are doing a major landscaping redesign then it is also something that 
can be delayed for a year or so while the bank balance refills itself. 
However, save yourself a great deal of heartache and unnecessary 
destruction by thinking ahead and making sure that there are ducts 
(for cables) in all the right places. Dor’t, however, economise too 
much as there is nothing more annoying (or dangerous) than a set of 
underlit steps or a table where you cannot be absolutely sure what 


you are eating or whether your dining companion has fallen asleep. 


CONTRACTORS 


¢ Garden Lighting Design 


Tel 07970 010012, 


gardenlightingdesign.com 


¢ John Cullen Lighting 
Tel 020 7371 9000, 
johncullenlighting.com 


° Waterwell 
Tel 020 8742 8855, 
waterwell.co.uk 


9 Midsummer magic 
A wonderful bit of creative 
ingenuity: get a largeish 

fallen branch, adorn with 

fairy lights (or little tea lights 
in jars) and hoist into the air, 
using a convenient tree/ 
pergola/nearby building/ 
scaffold tower, and you have 
an instant outdoor chandelier. 
Perfect for dancing under. 


10 Stylish simplicity 
Charlotte Rowe is good 
at lights — she has won 
awards from the Society 
of Garden Designers. This 

is asmall garden in southwest 
London —| wrote about it for 


this very magazine [issue 215, 
page 78] — with a formal 
screen of box and hornbeam 


contrasting with some multi- 
stemmed Amelanchier. All of 


which is theatrically uplit. 


Lighting Gardens: 
Creative Solutions for 
Today’s Gardens 

by Michele Osborne 
(Mitchell Beazley, 2005). 


Garden Lighting: 
Design, Inspiration, 
Techniques by John 
Raine (Hamlyn, 2001). 


SUPPLIERS 


* Hunza 
Tel 01299 269950, 
hunzalighting.com 


¢ Lighting for Gardens 
Tel 01462 486777, 
lightingforgardens.com 


¢ Willow and Stone 
Tel 01326 311388, 
willowandstone.co.uk 
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NOWON | 
UP TO 50% 01 


SHOP ONLINE OR IN-STORE 
DESIGNERSGUILD.COM Z 
267-277 KING'S ROAD, LONDON, SW3 JEN oa 

76 MARYLEBONE HIGH STREET, LONDON, W1U 5JU 


DESIGNERS GUILD isa registered trademark of Designers Guild Ltd. ODESIGNERS GUILD 2017 


design sourcebook 


HURN 


COMPILED BY ALYS 


LEATHER SLING 
Dakoro Leather Deck Chair, 
£395, Nkuku, 

01803 465365, nkuku.com 


LOW TO THE GROUND 
Stowaway Beach Chair, 
£85, Denys & Fielding, 
020 8150 0037, denysandfielding.co.uk 


yy 


ROOM FOR TWO 
Southsea Deckchairs Wideboy Chair, 
£128, Houseology, 

0330 363 0330, houseology.com 


THE SHORT LIST 


Deckchalirs 


Sit back and relax in the ultimate summer accessory 


ELEGANT 
Deck Chair, 
£995, Heveningham, 
01424 838483, heveningham.co.uk 


SIMPLE FINISH 
Maui Oak Deckchair, 
£60, Habitat, 
0344 499 4686, habitat.co.uk 


UNIQUE DESIGN 
Deck Chair, 
£190, Oggetto, 
01305 881010, oggetto.com 


CLASSIC STRIPE 
Paintballing Teak Striped Deckchair, 
£105, The Stripes Company, 
01244 757197, thestripescompany.com 


MODERN STYLE 
Emu Snooze Deckchair, 
£144, Nunido, 
020 8068 8769, nunido.co.uk 


PUT YOUR FEET UP 
Ash Wood Deck Chair, 
£669, Manufactum, 
0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 
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ITALIAN GARDENS, 


SMALL GROUP TOURS 
WITH GUIDED VISITS 
OF ITALIAN GARDENS 


¢ Maximum 14 people per group 


¢ Local garden guides and guided 
garden visits included 


Six nights in 4 or 5 star hotels, 
two per tour 


¢ British Airways flights included 
2018 bookings being taken now 


See our website or call us for all 
2018 departure dates 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 


TRAVEL ORGANISING 


Founded 1989 


<BABTA 


The Travel Association 


TUSCANY 

Visits: Poggio Torselli, Villa Vignamaggio, 
Villa Geggiano, Villa Grabau, Villa Reale 
2017: 10 Sep and in 2018 May, Jun & Sep 
From £2,150 per person 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, 

Villa Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 
2017: 5 Sep and in 2018 May, Jun & Sep 
From £2,190 per person 


AMALFI! COAST, CAPRI & ISCHIA 
Visits: Villa Rufolo, Villa San Michele Axel 
Munthe, La Mortella 

2017: 14 Sep and in 2018 May, Jun & Sep 
From £2,180 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits: Villa d’Este, Villa Lante, 

Giardino di Ninfa, Landriana, Castel Gandolfo 
2017: 6 Sep and in 2018 May, Jun & Sep 
From £2,150 per person 


VENETO 


Visits: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Villa Pisani, 
Giardino Giusti, Villa Rizzardi 

2017: 6 Sep and in 2018 Jun and Sep 
From £2,140 per person 


Please call us 01392 441275 
www.expressionsholidays.co.uk 


Nowntools 


Book reviews, crossword, back issues, reader offers 


b Be Ass : 

\ Aerial photography. inGardens of 

the High Line-reviewed on page. 
02, helps link New York's iconic * 
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Designed with ergonomics in mind and delivering performance without the effort, 
you can be sure of a precise cutting execution that will last for years to come. 


WOLF-Garten secateurs and loppers cut both delicate stems and dense branches 
with minimal effort. The ergonomic handle design, high quality manufacturing and 
the innovative blade technology makes for pleasant and rewarding work. 


Have you rewarded yourself lately? www.wolfgarten-tools.co.uk 


She 


— CHELSEA — 


BOOKING NOW Sep 2017 — June 2018 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Working sessions at Sissinghurst with head gardener Troy Smith and lectures by many 
leading gardening personalities. Regular visits to outstanding private gardens. 

(I day a week (Tues), | 0.30am—3.! 5pm, over three 10 week terms) 


BOOKING NOW January — March 2018 

Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including TWO real design projects and CAD 
tuition. Drawing skills, estimating, plant knowledge, water features, garden lighting and visits to the 
work of leading designers with Rosemary Alexander and other tutors. 

(3 days a week in school, !0.30am-3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


Chelsea Physic Garden 


Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career 

These two courses are a step by step guide to either designing your own garden or learning how 
to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, 
month by month tasks etc. 

Taught through a comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post. 

|-3 years to complete and individual assessment. 


Book reviews 


Cactus 


Dan ‘Torre 


THE SALAD GARDEN 
by Joy Larkcom 
Frances Lincoln, £16.99 


CACTUS 
by Dan Torre 
Reaktion Books, £16 


ISBN 978-0711238701 ISBN 978-1780237220 


Inspiration on how to grow fresh, seasonal 
and flavoursome garden produce in a 


A wide-ranging social and cultural history 
of cacti that champions a family of plants 


productive and beautiful way. 


Reviewer Jennifer Pryke is head vegetable gardener at Le Manoir. 


The iconic first edition of The 
Salad Garden was published in 
1984. Now in her eighties, Joy 
Larkcom, has extensively 
revised the book to include 
updated methods of growing. 
These range from raising ‘baby 
leaves’ and ‘micro-greens’ to 
exciting new cultivars to try at 
home. Whatever space you 
have, from a large vegetable 
garden or allotment, to a 
window box, there will be a 
cultivar you will want to grow, 
nurture and add to your 
favourite salad. 

The concept of a salad 
garden is covered here in a 
wider sense; not only leafy salad 
plants, but onions, tomatoes, 
cabbages, potatoes and radish. 
From edible flowers and seed 
pods, to fresh herbs and wild 
ingredients, Larkcom explains 
those delicious finishing 
touches that will transform 
your salad into something 
tastier and more exciting. 

With detailed information 
on more than 200 salad plants, 


the book covers more unusual 
cultivars, from radish ‘Munchen 
Bier, which are grown 
specifically for their crisp, 
slightly spicy pods, to the 
iceplant, with its stem that 
sparkles like crystals in the sun. 
The photographs by Jason 
Ingram bring the plants to life 
and reading through makes it 
easy to imagine mixing the 
leaves and other ingredients to 
form amazing plates of food. 

After a hefty dose of 
inspiration on what to grow, 
Larkcom discusses the 
practicalities: how to create a 
productive and attractive salad 
garden in an organic and 
environmentally friendly way. 

I share her philosophy of 
fresh, seasonal produce that 
is grown for flavour, and 
know this book will provide 
inspiration and guidance to all 
— the complete beginner and 
seasoned gardener alike. This is 
the perfect book to buy now, as 
there is still plenty of time to 
put the theory into practice. 


usually neglected by gardeners. 


Reviewer John Hoyland is a plantsman and garden writer. 


Dan Torre acknowledges that 
the general perception of cacti, 
with their sometimes vicious 
spines and unusual growth 
habits, has resulted in them 
being neglected by gardeners 
and plants lovers. But, he 
argues, the family is 
misunderstood and so diverse 
that among the 1,500 species 
(some with no spines at all) 
there are plants with 
remarkable sculptural 
structures or intensely colourful 
flowers. Anyone who saw the 
recent display at the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show of cacti 
smothered in flowers will attest 
to their beauty. What is more, 
most cacti are easy to grow and 
need no complex cultivation. A 
cactus collection involves less 
work, for example, than one of 
Pelargonium or Salvia. 

As with other volumes in 
this collection, most of the 
book is taken up with the 
social and cultural history of 
cacti. The most entertaining 
chapter is an account of the 


anthropomorphic view of cacti 
in films, television, comics and 
art. Cactus ‘men’ seem to have 
been around, in some form or 
other, since the 19th century. 

Subjects such as the long 
history of the cactus in art, or 
the use of the plant as food are 
covered in a deft and often 
amusing way. The book is 
learned and well-researched 
but always easy to read and full 
of fascinating anecdotes. 

Torre points out that most 
people who collect cacti tend 
to collect other things as well: 
what interests them most is not 
the plants themselves but the 
act of collecting. I don’t 
imagine that this book will 
encourage many gardeners 
who are not already attracted 
to the family to start collecting 
them, but for anyone interested 
in the world of plants it will 
certainly provide an engaging 
insight into a fascinating group 
of plants. It might even 
stimulate a few gardeners to 
add a few cacti to their plot. 
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Book 


THE RICH BROTHERS 


VE YOUR PLO 


LOVE YOUR PLOT: 
GARDENS INSPIRED 
BY NATURE 

by Harry and David Rich 
Century, £16.99 


ISBN 978-1780897417 


A manual that elucidates the nature-led 
design philosophy of garden designers and 
television presenters the Rich brothers. 


Reviewer Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained gardener and writer. 


Harry and David Rich, usually 
known as the Rich brothers, 
recently shot to prominence 
when they created a series of 
gardens at RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, becoming, in 2013, the 
youngest winners of a gold 
medal at the show. They now 
run a successful design office in 
London and co-present Garden 
Rescue on the BBC. 

Love Your Plot shows their 
approach through a series of 
designs, each of which finds its 
inspiration in a particular type 
of natural landscape or habitat: 
Woodland, Grassland, Coastal, 
Mountain and Freshwater. 

The chapters begin with a 
discussion of ideas, (illustrated 
with photos and sketches) with 
a view to distilling the essence 
of each habitat into a garden 
design. We then follow each 
design from a sketch, through 
a stage of ‘concept development’ 
to the finalised design. 

The book thus offers 
an interesting overview of 
the brothers’ design process 


102 


and their way of responding 
to natural landscapes. The 
gardens featured in the book 
appear to have been created in 
the abstract, as an academic 
exercise for the benefit of 

the reader. This benefits the 
structure of the book, which 

is clearly organised. And I 
suppose it allows the authors 
to approach the task with their 
creativity unfettered. However, 
the drawback of this approach 
is that we don’t get to witness 
how the designers respond to 
any actual garden sites, and it 
therefore seems that a crucial 
aspect of the design process is 
not represented. 

Nevertheless, Love Your 
Plot is full of creativity and 
good ideas. Each chapter is 
backed up with some solid 
detail on relevant planting, 
materials and construction 
details. There is plenty here 
to whet the appetite of an 
aspiring garden designer, or to 
inspire a new design approach 
to your own plot of land. 


GARDENS 
OF THE 
HIGH LINE 


ELEVATING THE 
NATURE OF 


MODERN LANDSCAPES 


Piet Oudolf 
Rick Darke 


GARDENS OF THE HIGH 
LINE: ELEVATING THE 
NATURE OF MODERN 
LANDSCAPES 

by Piet Oudolf and Rick Darke 
Timber Press, £25 


ISBN 978-1604696998 


A photo-driven account of Piet Oudolf’s 
planting designs for New York’s celebrated 


elevated linear garden. 


Reviewer Sarah Price is an award-winning garden designer. 


New York's High Line isn’t 

the first urban railway turned 
garden — the Promenade Plantée 
in Paris and Berlin’s Natur-Park 
Schéneberger Siidgelaéndee came 
before — but it is, undoubtedly, 
the most famous. 

It takes almost half an hour 
to walk the 1.5 mile length 
of the High Line and this 
soft-backed, coffee-table book 
documents the sequence of 
its 13 distinct gardens. The 
photography owes much to 
Rick Darke’s knowledgeable 
plantsman’s eye. There’s no 
trickery with misty light or 
abstract close ups of flowers. 
Instead, the intricate planting 
palettes and their patterns are 
clearly legible. 

Unlike much garden 
photography, people are present 
and they animate the views. 
Arresting aerial photography 
shows the gardens in their 
urban contexts: iconic yellow 
cabs like toy cars, drive beneath; 
and there are historic maritime 
views of the Hudson River. 


The text is at its best when 
sharing practical design and 
horticultural insights. Humble 
Brunnera macrophylla Jack 
Frost’ has a place on the High 
Line as do more exotic plants, 
such as the blackberry lily Iris 
domestica [formerly Belamcanda 
chinensis] and big leaf magnolias. 
One chapter is dedicated to the 
‘cutback’ of 100,000 plants that 
takes place every March. 

It will be a relief to other 
gardeners that even planting 
maestro Piet Oudolf sometimes 
gets it wrong. Korean feather 
reed grass Calamagrostis 
brachytricha took over in 
the Meadow Walk garden. 
Elsewhere, species have proven 
to be ill-adapted: the High Line 
is, after all, a green roof with 
little insulation (average soil 
depth is 45cm) and conditions 
are extreme. But Oudolf sees all 
this as part of the process, with 
the project being less about 
maintenance of a fixed design 
than about artful stewardship 
and continuous editing. 


BR isice New Course, “Taste 


& Scent’, starts Autumn 2017 


The course covers the theory and practise 
of the science behind scent and taste in 

the plant world, with lectures by leading 
experts topped up with visits to gin s 
distilleries and vineyards. The Plant School, 


™ _ 


will tackle this huge subject by exploring the \ 

complex nature of scent and taste in plants i 

and herbs. The inspiration for this course is | | 

best expressed by William Shakespeare, no / 

less, where his Friar Lawrence in Romeo and ; 

Juliet says, ‘Oh, mickle is the powerful grace that 

les in herbs and plants and their true qualities. +» The Plant Course & 
a The Tree Course 2017/18 

~ A 


Key Course Features: 


a . 


“The PlantsSthool has changed 
my gardening life” — Student 


¢ Expert tuition by enthusiastic 
and knowledgeable lecturers. 


¢ All courses run one day a month 
from September 2017 to June 2018. 


¢ All courses incorporate a high 
proportion of plant identification. 


01327 861150 | theplantschool.org | rosemary@theplantschool.org 


CROWN PAVILIONS HADDONSTONE 


TENDERCARE - ()HSPaye — casigioss: | qe 


Mature & Formal Hardy Plants 


i E 


Book reviews 


GARDENS OF COURT 
AND COUNTRY: 
ENGLISH DESIGN 
1630-1730 


; by David Jacques 


~~. Yale University Press, £45 


=| ISBN 978-0300222012 


A weighty, well-illustrated treatment of a 
neglected period of English garden history 
that will make a useful source of reference. 


Reviewer Tim Richardson is a garden critic and regular columnist. 


The English Baroque has been 
rather neglected by garden 
historians, which makes this 
mammoth repository of 
research all the more welcome. 
Its strongest suit is its sheer 
wealth of specific examples 
of formal-garden features, 
such as bowling greens, 
wildernesses, parterres, canals 
and menageries, though 
there are a few surprising 
omissions, such as the gardens 
of the Oxford and Cambridge 
colleges. The systematic 
approach makes sense in a way 
because gardens of this period 
could indeed be construed 
as agglomerations of stock 
features. But this comes at the 
expense of a coherent narrative 
to the garden history of the 
period — discussion of topics 
such as painting and poetry 
is perfunctory, while the 
political backdrop is given 
surprisingly short shrift. 
When it comes to garden 
temples, the author suggests 
that they were, ‘first intended 
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to invoke a general Antique air 
[and] afterwards associated 
with Augustan values, such as 
ancient virtue or filial piety’. 
One cannot imagine that Lord 
Cobham’s agenda was quite 
so vague at Stowe — generally 
considered to be Britain’s most 
overtly political garden. Such 
attempts to usher the politics 
out of garden history appear 
odd when the title of this book 
contains the explicitly political 
term ‘court and country. 
Ultimately this is a poignant 
study, because so many of 
the magnificent gardens and 
features shown in the well- 
chosen illustrations no longer 
exist. We can gain some sense 
of the majesty and glamour 
of English Baroque gardens 
at recent restorations, notably 
of the King’s Privy Garden at 
Hampton Court Palace. But 
one has to concede that the 
old saw — that the formal 
garden was carpeted over by 
a green pastoral idyll — is true 
in its essentials. 


Other books 


in the English 
Landscape 


~ IFENLIVNIN) [EIR PANS 


Safe-across all terrain 


Use Discount code: & 
HENGIL20171 


to receive 


01284 789666 
italianterrace.co.uk 


PASHLEY MANOR 


GARDENS 


KITCHEN 
. GARDEN 
WEEK 


8 July every day to 15 July 
CR dyes yey), fee: Buf 
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=] 
La 
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Tall Dutch Planters 
Now £58.49 


Classic Planters & Troughs 


UK Delivery On Now £32.99 


All Stock 


\PlantsGalore 
Stockists of AFK Garden 
Exclusive Online Offers 


“CaSbratIOn fs the ataien rar dail Pashley: s 
cookery book ‘From The Garden’ on sale 


Also... lots of lilies & herbaceous bordersin.bloom 
East Sussex/Kent border 01580 200888 


pashleymanorgardens.com 


Vast Variety of Planters & Topiary 
01279 792869 


contact@plantsgaloreonline.co.uk 
www.plantagaloreonline.co.uk 


Buxus Spiral From £69.99 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 


GREAT De iGyr AND PLANTING IDEAS EDA 


SMALE GARDEN 


ME Lild roses 
se . What next for 
Ss 
“J 


Arno Maynares Planting Design? 


up to 12 months aie 
ago. See below 

for details. 

DIGITAL VERSION 


Save money when 
you subscribe to 
the digital edition — 
see page 30. 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


6 Ae, 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


0844 844 0253 


+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


| would like to order copy/copies of issue(s). 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

: L]Uk-£4.40 per copy L]UkK-£5.50 per copy 

_] EU - £5.20 per copy L_] EU- £6.50 per copy 


L_] Rest of world - £6 per copy [_] Rest of world - £750 per copy 
| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

L] UK-£750 each L] UK- £9.50 each 
L]EU-£8.50 each L] EU-£10.75 each 

y [_] Rest of world - £9.50 each L_] Rest of world - £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


Ll enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
Gardens Illustrated for £ 


[11 would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Visa Mastercard Maestro 


HOO OOOO UU OU 
Expiry date L | |_| L| L | Issue no. (Maestro only) LIL 


BSA Date / fo. 
HS gpI LLL Sa meet ee CO1OU ATT C eaN er eT 
URE eects arerenniceae anthem nipesboeenateenseennannespoeeenanebes 
Address 


Crossword 
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ACROSS 

1 Blue-flowering plant of Salvia genus 
— right inside a heavy soil (5) 

4 Genus of rowan tree — from 
rambling rosebush, he removed (6) 
9 Small child with nothing gets this 
dwarf daffodil with white flowers (4) 
10 Burst of applause, say, for the 
shape of a garden clock (5) 

11 Maincrop potato with yellow skin/ 
flesh — good with ale, perhaps (4) 

12 Hard, protective covering of 
embryonic plant (4,4) 

13 Location of Britain's oldest 
botanic garden — some phlox for 
display (6) 

15 Shrub, aka ‘Lily of the Valley’— is 
ripe, anyway (6) 

17 Naturally, it helps turn over a 
compost heap! (7) 

19 Semi-double blue delphinium 
partly forsakes trellis (7) 

21 Seed case of vegetable in 

Pisum genus (6) 

22 Another name for syringas (6) 
24 Fungal disease of rhododendrons 
— unopened flower? Bother! (3,5) 
26 Banana plant genus — from start 
of middle America? (4) 

28 Classic sitcom character's 
aromatic herb (5) 

29 Cause eg seed potatoes 

to sprout (4) 

30 They're suckers for plant juice! (6) 


ee ee | 
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Pedals | 
31 Elegance: that's a flower’s 
female part (5) 


DOWN 

1 Adianthus with frilled edges — 
combines bit of garlic with rose (5,4) 
2 Plant of Arum family with 

spadix and spathe — very dry, 
nothing inside (5) 

3 Common name for achillea — 
after end of July, they're used by 
archers (7) 

5 Eg previous seasons’ stem 
growth (3,4) 

6 Annoy a leafhopper? (3) 

7 Trim back eg hedge — that sounds 
rather steep (5) 

8 Buddleja bulbs they turf out (9,4) 
14 Term for all forms of plant life (5) 
16 Clematis with bell-shaped 

pink flowers in Polperro 

seashore (5) 

18 A yellow, lily-flowering tulip — 
bootleg liquor! (9) 

20 Partly opened emblematic 
flower spoiling our beds (7) 

21 Dips roots in mud before planting 
— loved by kids! (7) 

23 Yellow-flowering aster relative — 
right out of fancy urinal (5) 

25 Stephen, garden designer/writer 
and Gardeners’ World stalwart (5) 
27 One quiet hardwood tree, 

genus Fraxinus (3) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


JUNE’S SOLUTION 


ACROSS 1 Chatsworth 7 Butt 9 Albuca 10 Keel slug 11 Empress 12 Stocks 13 Tom Tit 15 Plantago 
18 Bergamot 21 Anther 23 Wet rot 26 Patrinia 28 Asperugo 29 Simple 30 Ixia 31 Butterhead 
DOWN 2 Hellebore 3 Trumpet 4 Weave 5 Rakes up 6 Heels 7 Bistort 8 Trunk 14/25 Tom 
Thumb 16 Aka 17 Grevillea 19 Gerbera 20 Taproot 22 Triumph 24 Essex 27 Taste 


WILD TURKEY 


oo 


SCARLET 
MACAW 
mole 


Match a Pair of Birds 


Match the male and female pairs of 25 species 
of birds from around the world in this beautifully 
illustrated memory game. 


9781856699662 @ £12.95 
Flower Families Flower Year 

Based on Happy Families, Month by month, follow the 
this fun and educational progress of the seasons with 
game comes with a booklet intricate illustrations of flowers 
describing the features of the and small creatures. 

different flower families for 


players of all ages 9781780679532 e@ £9.99 


9781786270078 @ £12.99 


Bird Bingo 


Floribunda 

Colouring Book 

Printed on high-quality card, 
each large-scale illustration 
can be coloured with a variety 
of media and can easily be 
removed for framing. 


9781780677767 @ £14.95 


Floribunda Journal 


This beautifully decorated 
journal with 144 pages of 
premium-quality unlined 
paper, a ribbon marker and 
37 illustration details for you 
to colour in. 


9781780679402 e@ £12.99 


Bird Bingo brings a fun and educational twist to 
the traditional game as players learn the names 
and colourings of weird and wonderful exotic birds. 


Secret Garden 
Mini Journals 


Inspired by the best-selling 
colouring book Secret Garden 
by Johanna Basford, these 
three mini journals have 
beautifully illustrated covers 
decorated with gold foil. 


9781856699174 @ £19.95 


9781856699488 e@ £9.95 


Use LKPGARDENS to enjoy 25% off 
www.laurenceking.com 


Cool Landscape 


| Maestri del Paesaggio: 
International Meeting of the Landscape and Garden 
7-24 September 2017, Bergamo, Italy 


This annual cultural, landscape and 
garden event sees an international 


COOL as in aesthetic appeal and style. 
Visitors can enjoy a range of activities, 
gatherings and events that take place 
in the historic town of Bergamo, with 


audience gather to discuss key elements 
in planting and design. This year’s theme 
is COOL, which will spark discussion not 
just about temperature and how planting 
and water can be used to mitigate the 
effects of heat in our cities, but also 


the programme of talks, seminars and 
workshops open to everyone with an 

interest in how design and horticulture 
can improve our lived-in environment. 


For full details on the conference and the speaker line up, costs and information on 
all related events throughout the fortnight, go to imaestridelpaesaggio.it 


ee 


‘or ft 


Tickets to events can also be booked at eventbrite.it 


amme S 
@ 7-24 September Bergamo's historic 
town squares are re-imagined as 
relaxing garden spaces. Dutch 
landscape architect Lodewijk Baljon wil 
be redesigning the city’s main Piazza 
Vecchia (above). Open events, city tours, 
exhibitions, a fashion show and food 
stalls located throughout the old town 
will all focus on being ‘green’ 
© 13-23 September Bergamo Landscape 
and Garden Institute Summer School, 
open to a multidisciplinary selection of 
students. Places must be applied for. 
© 20-21 September Seminar focusing 
on herbaceous perennials hosted by 
Valfredda Perennials nursery, with 
contributions from Noel Kingsbury, 
Annie Guilfoyle and Mauro Crescini. 
® 22-23 September International 
Meeting of the Landscape and Garden 
conference with an international panel 
of design experts who will discuss their 
approach to ‘Cool Landscape’ 


Special offer The first 20 Gardens Illustrated readers to sign up for the conference will receive a discount of 30 per cent on the conference ticket price. Insert the code 
‘gardensill-discount30-2017’ in the conference enrolment section when registering for your place. (Offer may not be combined with any other promotion.) 
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) FUSARO 


DARIC 


EXPLORE THE BEST OF BRITAIN’S 
COUNTRYSIDE IN YOUR 
EXTRAORDINARY DAY OUT 


vN 
The presenters at BBC Country filegeives2 Og 4 Sai 


I 4 
‘An amazing event with ‘An extraordinary cultural 
something for everyone’ phenomenon’ 
Visitor The Daily Mail 


MEET THE PRESENTERS | -FARMING IN ACTION FANTASTIC FAMILY FUN 
ARENA SHOWS & DISPLAYS pislaae OUTDOOR PURSUITS 1. UNBEATABLE COUNTRY 
AMAZING BIRDS & BEASTS DELICIOUS FOOD & DRINK |. SHOPPING 


BOOK YOUR Wheels NOW 
COUNTRYFILELIVE.COM/GSM | 0844 249 1000 | QUOTE CODE ‘GSM’ WHEN BOOKING 


Call charges apply. Consult your telephone provider for details. *20% discount of ticket price only. 


Official Magazine Theatre presented by 4x4 feature sponsor 


COUNTRYFILE 2% National Trust 
MAGAZINE > __ 
BIBICE 


IC} 
BBC logo © 1996. Countryfile Live logo © BBC 2015 oq = 


OXFORD ® PLANTERS 


The finest in British outdoor joinery 


Designers and manufacturers of 
hardwood planters and garden furnishings 
www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 


info@oxfordplanters.co.uk 
01608 683022 


Garden Antiques 


Y) 


www.]jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 / 07930 576881 


Every garden 
deserves a 
rose... 


Mail Order Free Catalogue Display Gardens 


Please quote G2017 when placing an order or requesting a catalogue 


www.classicroses.co.uk 01953 454707 


@ | Horticultural The only besp oke swing 
* J Society & bench maker licensed 
by The RHS 


BD esiosecese 


SSS 


Visit us online at sittingspiritually.co.uk 
or call us on 01297 443084 


SITTING SPIRITUALLY 
— Of Lyme Regis — 


reader offers 


Reader competition 


You'll find BBC Countryfile Live located within 
the parkland at Blenheim Palace — part of the 
sweeping landscape originally conceived by 
master landscapist ‘Capability’ Brown. 


Set in 100 acres of Blenheim Palace's 
beautiful parkland, BBC Countryfile Live 
runs from 3-6 August 2017. 

The show brings together the best of the 
British countryside for you to enjoy over four 
glorious days. Watch exciting live arena shows 
and displays of animals, livestock and 
farming in action. Try your hand at a thrilling 


How to enter 
For your chance to win answer 
the question below 


Where is Countryfile Live taking place? 
A Hertfordshire 

B Oxfordshire 

C Yorkshire 


Enter by post Send your answer along 
with your name, address, telephone 
number and/or email to: 

Gardens Illustrated 249/Countryfile Live, 
PO Box 501, Leicester LE94 OAA. 

Enter online at gardensillustrated.com 


Closing date 12 July 2017. 


mix of outdoor activities and sports. Browse 
and buy from hundreds of exhibitors of fine- 
quality products, including food, drink, artisan 
design and craft, country clothing, homeware, 
gardening and pet supplies. And join the 
audience to hear a full programme of talks, 
debates and interviews with high-profile 
nature experts, farmers and other 
countryside organisations. 

To find out more about the show go to 
countryfilelive.com 


Competition 

We have 20 pairs of tickets to give away to 
this fabulous event, giving winners access to 
the show on either 3, 4, 5 or 6 August. 


Catch up with your favourite 
Countryfile’ presenters at the show. 


Terms & conditions 1 Competition is run by SME London Ltd, organisers of BBC Countryfile Live. 2 Promoter: Gardens Illustrated, Immediate Media Co, Bristol. 3 Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding the 
Promoter's employees. 4 By entering you agree to be bound by all the rules of the promotion. 5 Only one entry per person allowed. 6 No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. 7 Closing date for entries is 
noon on 12 July 2017. Winners will be notified within 5 days. 8 Winners will be selected at random from all correct entries. 9 The draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 10 For details of the winners send an stamped 
addressed envelope to Immediate Media Company Bristol within two months of the closing date. 11 If any winner is unable to be contacted within one week of the closing date, the Promoter will offer the prize to a runner up. 12 Promoter 
reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater value but there is no cash alternative. 13 The promotion is subject to the laws of England. 14 20 winners will receive a pair of standard tickets to BBC Countryfile Live at 
Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire on either 3, 4, 5 or 6 August 2017. Full details on the event and the venue can be found at www.countryfilelive.com. 15 The prize is for entry ticket only and does not include any additional extras on site or travel 
to and from the venue. 16 The venue is open from 9.30am—6.30pm on 3, 4 & 5 August and 9.30am-5.30pm on 6 August. Tickets will be sent via post before your visit. 17 Tickets are subject to availability and once confirmed, cannot be 
resold or transferred to another date. 18 Immediate Media Company Limited (publishers of Gardens Illustrated) would love to keep you informed by post or telephone of special offers and promotions from the Immediate Media Company 
Group. Please write ‘Do not contact: Immediate Media Co Ltd if you would prefer not to receive these. Gardens Illustrated would like to keep you informed of newsletters, special offers and other promotions by email or text message. Please 
write your email address and mobile number on your postcard if you would like to receive these. You may unsubscribe from these at any time. 
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GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 
We offer far more than 
just a magazine, so why not 
subscribe and be among the 
first to find out about our 
exclusive lectures, 
reader events, garden 


holidays, range of products 
and the Gardens Illustrated 
Festival? You can also listen to 


our podcasts and get the latest 
updates on our website, 
and follow us on: 


YY f 


For details of how to subscribe see page 30 
or visit gardensillustrated.com 


GARDENS 
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GREAT DIXTER 
Anna Pavord reflects 
‘on the past decade 


For The Serious 
Gardener 


LD keder 


eS greenhouse 


Proven to withstand wind speeds of 140mph 


10 Year Guarantee Against UV Degradation 
+ Superior growing environment 

* Unique bubble cladding giving excellent heat retention 

+ Resistant against extreme weather conditions 

* Excellent light transmission 

+ Low Maintenance 

* The strongest and warmest greenhouses for the serious 
gardener 

* Can be extended 

+ Available in a wide range of sizes 


Keder Greenhouses Limited 
Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ 


t: +44 (0) 1386 49094 sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
Wi @KederGreenhouse 


www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk 


ATKINANR THY ME 


Unique, beautifully crafted furniture and 
accessories sourced from around the world. 


www.atkinandthyme.co.uk 
Tel: 0844 409.9834 
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HIGH- PERFORMANCE CLOTHING 


YOUR FIRST 
PURCHASE 


Use code: GD10 
TERMS APPLY 


Our best-selling gardening 
trousers feature: 


Discover more at 


SCH (Supplies) have 
been manufacturing 
an entire range 
of machinery for 
outdoor people, in 
Britain, for 30 years 


CSUPPLIES) LIMITED 


REA eee 
MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS 
OF ESTATE & GARDEN MACHINERY 


Contact us for a copy of our free 80 page brochure — 
call 01473 328272, or email sales@schsupplies.co.uk 


Call us Learn more 


01296 481220 osmouk.com 


norfolk england 


B Anti-Slip 
Decking Oil 


> Aati-stip finish tor exterior wood 


430 Satin-matt 
Clear 


ANTI-SLIP DECKING OIL: Highest quality top coat for wood decking 


+44 (0)1328 820699" Ae . Y We Wi Y vi 
Church Farm House, Wighton, Norfolk, NR23 1AL, UK 


ca (0) 1828 620689 
MICROPOROUS NATURAL SLIP-RESISTANT OIL-BASED HIGH COVERAGE 


) PISS 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


suk 


A range of 
beautiful hand 
crafted steel 
plant supports 
and obelisks 
designed 
to provide 
eA el architectural 
“ : J ys structure within 
ay . ’ re | the garden 
A\ Jem\ Pee he whilst also 


i> 4 oft AY Ve complimenting 


NC et dana we and enhancing 
; . . the plants 


Est 1980 features. 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials, 


_ Visit our website or telephone to request a brochure: 
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. \ 


www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk 
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk ih 12) ISOS 


Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure me cuplanleuppons co iuls 


Clamgoose Lane foor, Staffordshi 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery Collection 


1. DAISY ROOTS 


Healthy, hardy perennials and grasses, 
home-grown in Hertfordshire. Visit the nursery 
Fridays and Saturdays from March-October or 
shop mail order online from your armchair. 
Garden consultancy and design service. 
daisyroots.com | 07958 563355 


5. WOOTTENS OF 
WENHASTON 

25 years’ experience growing high-quality 
herbaceous perennials. Mail order, design 
services and horticultural courses available. 
Hemerocallis Fields open 8 - 9 July. 
woottensplants.com | 01502 478 258 


9. DAISY CLOUGH NURSERIES 


Daisy Clough Nurseries specialise in a huge 
variety of perennials and grasses grown 
on-site in Lancashire. Open seven days a 
week. Quality home-grown shrubs, bedding 
and vegetable plants always available. 
daisyclough.com | 01524 793104 


2. PADDOCK PLANTS 


An eclectic range of perennials, grasses, 
ferns and shrubs for your garden, including 
some more unusual varieties or plants new 
to the UK market. All grown peat free with 
no harmful chemicals. 


paddockplants.co.uk | 023 8073 9912 


6. SPRING REACH NURSERY 


Visit Surrey’s finest nursery. We have the 
finest-quality, home-grown plants. Our 
fantastic range includes clematis, trees, 
hedging, fruit, shrubs, perennials, climbers 
and grasses, all backed by expert advice. 
springreachnursery.co.uk | 01483 284769 


10. DUCHY OF 

CORNWALL NURSERY 
Offering a wide selection of plants from 
camellias and magnolias to perennials and 
house plants, along with an award-winning 
café. Located in the beautiful Fowey Valley. 
duchyofcornwallnursery.co.uk | 01208 872668 


3. KEN MUIR 


We at Ken Muir pride ourselves on providing 
the highest quality fruit trees, soft fruits, canes 
and vines. One of our key aims is to share our 
knowledge in this area and help everybody to 
feel comfortable growing their own fruit. 
kenmuir.co.uk | 01255 830181 


7. THORNCROFT 
CLEMATIS NURSERY 


With over 400 cultivars of clematis and 
other climbers, we grow high-quality plants, 
offer expert advice and an award-winning 
mail-order service. 


thorncroftclematis.co.uk | 01953 850407 


11. TREES DIRECT LTD 


Mail-order trees, shrubs and hedging 
with delivery to your door. Or send a gift 
throughout the year. Retail and wholesale 
plantings. We are always happy to help 
and advise. 


treesdirect.co.uk | 01584 878878 


4. TWELVE NUNNS 

Buy our Harvington Hellebores’ as plug plants 
now. Over 25 colours and forms to choose 
from. They are carefully packed and sent by 
post with our top growing tips enclosed. 
Propagated and grown by us in the UK. 
twelvenunns.co.uk | 01778 590455 


8. CATH’S GARDEN PLANTS 
For quality peonies and perennials. 2017 
Shows: Harrogate Spring, RHS Chatsworth, 
Hampton Court, Tatton, NEC Gardeners 
World. Mail order available. See website for 
nursery opening times. Cumbria LA8 8EF. 
cathsgardenplants.co.uk | 01539 561126 


12. CLEEVE NURSERY 

Set in the countryside between Bristol and 
Weston-super-Mare, you will find a fantastic 
selection of plants — over 700 varieties of 
which are home-grown. The coffee shop is 
open 10.30am-4pm every day. 
cleevenursery.co.uk | 01934 832134 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Summer gardens to visit 


This summer, make time to visit this collection of stunning gardens and arboretums across Europe 


LOIRE VALLEY GARDENS 
RC 

Possibly the best known potager in 
the world, Villandry is a stunning 
start of your tour of the beautiful 
and inspiring Loire Valley gardens: 
Experience the Loire Valley through 
its gardens, food and wine, staying 
within a private estate surrounded 
by a thoughtfully designed garden 
in the heart of the valley of the 
French Kings. 


Address Moulin de Maulne, 37330 
Lublé, Loire valley, France 

Tel +33 (0)615503690 

Web moulindemaulne.com 


WOOLBEDING GARDENS 

Hidden in a quiet corner of West Sussex is a horticultural 
masterpiece, shaped by some of the best contemporary designers and 
craftsmen, and offering a glimpse into country life of the most luscious 
and rarefied kind. Open on Thursdays and Fridays, pre-booking is 
essential to visit this oasis of tranquillity. 


Address Woolbeding Gardens, Midhurst, West Sussex GU29 9RR 
Tel 0344 2491895 Web nationaltrust.org.uk/woolbeding-gardens 


THE BISHOPS 
PALACE & GARDENS 


Over 14 acres of spectacular RHS 
partner gardens including 
picturesque, romantic, formal and 
Victorian styles, a wildflower 
arboretum, specimen trees, 
alongside waterfalls, well pools, 

a moat with resident swans and a 
stunning medieval Palace. Don't miss 
the Rare Plant Fair, 20 August. Open 
daily 10am-6pm. 


: 


Address Off Market Place, Wells, 
Somerset BA5 2PD 

Tel 01749 988111 

Web bishopspalace.org.uk 


FATS 
WATERPERRY GARDENS 
The herbaceous border is in full colour with delphiniums, heleniums 
and the first asters beginning to bloom. Waterperry’s outdoor theatre plays 
host to the Gilbert & Sullivan Festival Opera Tour from 7-9 July and the 
acclaimed ‘Old Herbaceous’ theatre production on 15 July. A place to explore, 
relax and shop in beautiful surroundings all year round. Open 10am-5.30pm. 


Address Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1LA 
Tel 01844 339226 Web waterperrygardens.co.uk 


HADDON 
HALL 


Described as one of the most 
romantic houses in Britain, Haddon 
Hall’s gardens overlook the River 
Wye in Bakewell. Arranged as a 
series of terraces, over the last few 
years the gardens have been designed 
by Chelsea award winner Arne 
Maynard and are renowned for their 
incredible array of roses, filling the 
garden with colour and fragrance. 


Address Haddon Hall, Bakewell, 
Derbyshire DE45 1LA 

Tel 01629 812855 

Web haddonhall.co.uk 


ABERGLASNEY GARDENS 


Aberglasney was made famous by the television series A Garden 
Lost in Time, which followed its restoration. Today it’s quite simply one 
of Wales’ finest gardens; a renowned plantsman’s paradise with a unique 
Elizabethan Cloister Garden at its heart. Aberglasney’s Grade II*-listed 
mansion is a stunning venue for exhibitions and events. Open all year. 


Address Llangathen, Carmarthenshire SA32 8QH 
Tel 01558 668998 Web aberglasney.org 


HAM HOUSE 
& GARDENS 


The kitchen garden at Ham House is 
celebrating over 300 years of English 
salad this summer. You are invited 
to see, learn about and taste the 
leaves, buds, roots, shoots and 
flowers - over 35 ingredients — that 
would have made up the 17th 
century’s dining ‘showstopper, the 
grand salad. 


Address Ham St, Richmond-upon- 
Thames, Surrey TW10 7RS 

Tel 020 8940 1950 

Web nationaltrust.org.uk/ 
ham-house-and-garden 
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BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 

Visit our tranquil nine-acre woodland garden full of unusual 
trees and shrubs, many of which have been planted for their superb 
summer flowers and foliage. Many of the rarities on display in our 
gardens are available for sale from our adjoining plant nursery. RHS 
Partner Garden. 


Address Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby, South Derbyshire LE65 2TA 
Tel 01530 413700 Web bluebellnursery.com 


10 BOWOOD HOUSE 

& GARDENS 

Bowood House and Gardens in the 
heart of Wiltshire is set within one of 
‘Capability’ Brown’s finest parks. The 
Italian-inspired terrace gardens and 
the herbaceous East border 
surrounding the Georgian house 
makes the perfect day out. Scheduled 
every month is an exclusive tour of 
Lord and Lady Lansdowne's beautiful 
Private Walled Garden. 


Address Derry Hill, Calne, Wiltshire 
SN119PQ 

Tel 01249 812102 

Web bowood.org 
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ABBOTSBURY 

SUBTROPICALGARDENS @%& 
A recent winner of the HHA/ 
Christie's Garden of the Year Award 
and described by Alan Titchmarsh 
as ‘one of the finest gardens I have 
ever visited. Established in 1765 by 
the 1st Countess of Ilchester as a 
kitchen garden for her nearby castle. 
It has developed since into a 
magnificent 30-acre tropical 
paradise with many exotic features 
including a Burma Rope Bridge. 


Address Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
Tel 01305 871387 

Web abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


] RHS GARDEN HARLOW CARR 

This beautiful northern garden combines innovative design with 
creative planting and is bursting with practical ideas. Garden highlights 
include the colourful main borders, a streamside walk, a kitchen garden, 
woodland walks, an alpine zone and wildflower meadows. Not to be 
missed is the Harlow Carr Flower Show on 23-25 June. 


Address Harlow Carr, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG3 1QB 
Tel 01423 565418 Web rhs.org.uk/gardens/harlow-carr 
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Lifestyle Collection 


1. Bespoke Plant Supports Ltd 
Exclusive 5% discount code: GARDEN. Handmade plant 
supports sold direct to the public. 6mm mild steel supports from 
£1.50. Various sizes of curved supports and plant loop stakes. 


bespokeplantsupports.co.uk | 511 Durham Road NE9 5EY 


4. Red Lilly 


Create garden illumination with our collection of outdoor 
LED garlands. The Solar ‘365’ panel operates even in dull 
light so you can easily decorate trees, gazebos or parasols. 


redlilly.co.uk | 01206 864260 


2. Belightful Design 


Do you like butterflies? Make the most of your garden or patio 
with this award-winning Belightful Butterfly Oasis, designed 


for feeding butterflies. Butterfly food is included in the package. 


belightfuldesign.com | +358 44 2401 353 


5. Nicholas Mosse 

Making hand-decorated earthenware since 1976. 

Visit our Irish Country Shop and café in County Kilkenny, 
Ireland or shop online. 

nicholasmosse.com | +353 (0)56 7727505 


3. Architectural Heritage 

Inspired by period design, Architectural Heritage proudly 
presents its 2017 garden catalogue. Featuring a classic 
collection of planters, seating, sundials and fountains. 
architectural-heritage.co.uk | 01386 584414 


6. Misty Cashmere 

This thick knit pure cashmere jumper from Misty Cashmere is 
beautifully soft to wear and perfect for enjoying summer 
evenings outside. See this and our latest designs on our website. 


mistycashmere.co.uk | 01273 401087 


To advertise email Max.Spalton@immediate.co.uk M arketplace 


HILLARYS sipiesicueeaite ane aise A Umque & Functional. Addition 


You'll love what we do TO wit PROPERTY Soy ah Sih eee 


know-how fate. th 
finest craftsmanshi 
and materials © — 


Port townsend Shepherd Huts 
PTHUTS.COM 


Delivery to anywhere in the US and Canada 


Aquaplancton 

Voted Home and Garden “Product of the Year” 
Pond before Pond after *“4lich en an d 

algae removers) 


mye as 


‘Historical bastide with sublime gardens — 
men Cannesione ue Prenct Rivier: 
Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, 


Weekly or Seasonal Rental green water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for over 20 years. People 
foviirstesiemaeen re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy. 


Instagram: abastideonthefrenchriviera www.aquaplancton.co.uk 
Tel: +49 (0160) 44 70 468 Tel: 01298 214003 No Bleach 


Email: bastidesaintemarie@gmail.com No Water Bl asting 
No Caustic Materials 
* No Elbow Grease 


GREENHOUSES 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 
Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


0800 083 9631 Both products can be used on ANY outside surface! 


for FREE brochure pack Just spray & walk away...our product works so you don’t have to! 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


eC paste ! ior : oe www.wetandforget.co.uk 20% erecta 
0800 999 3309 
www. wislandeottagenplldays: com \GARDENS 
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HOUSE GARDENS MAZE SHOP & EAT 


See the crowning place of Scottish 
Kings and the site of the Stone of Scone 


Over 100 acres of fabulous grounds 
featuring early summer colours, are 
waiting to be discovered 


3 walks and pathways which help you 
explore the grounds and gardens 


Visit our Kitchen Garden, explore the 
Victorian Pinetum and get lost in the 
Murray Star Maze 


Coffee Shop, Gift Shop, Spirit & Food 
Shop and Plant Stand 


Guided garden tours available with 
Head Gardener, Brian Cunningham 


Open Ist April-3 1st October from 
9.30am with last admission 5pm 


t: 01738 552300 e: visits@scone-palace.co.uk 


To advertise 
# Gardening Courses * Be here call 


CheekyMonkey Fh at <M BR Max Spaltton on 


* For leisure or for a career 


HF R E E H (e) 10) S E S * Over 30 courses in Gardening, Garden Design, 


Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more 
* Many courses prepare you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals. = 


Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777 
Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk =www.hccollege.co.uk 
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AUGUST ISSUE 


* Brilliant blooms from the best agapanthus 
+ Innovative prairie-style planting 


* Summer flames and edibles 
at Worton Organic Garden 


* Making the most of a small garden — 
ideas from five smaller spaces 
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ON SALE 20 JULY 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 30. 


Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 


as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. a 


the writer's plot 


A cut above 


With his feet firmly planted back on English soil, Frank promptly takes them off again to 
hang several feet in the air, chainsaw in hand — welcome to the world of extreme pruning 


WORDS FRANK RONAN jLLUSTRATION CELIA HART 


he joy of being back 
in my own garden 
is overwhelming 


at times. Which is not 
convenient when there is 
no time to be overwhelmed. 
Everything needs to be 
overhauled on some level. 
Nothing has been fed, 
mulched or given manure for 
three years and weeding has 
been haphazard, infrequent 
and ineffective. Some of the 
paths have been so disrupted 
by weeds that they will have 
to be laid again. All the 
borders will have to be dug 
out as though it were a new 
garden. It will take, at a guess, 
a year to get through them. 
The only job that I kept 
on top of to any degree 
was pruning, which was 
made simpler in some 
ways because, if I was 
not going to be there to 


admire the flowers anyway, I could be more brutally remedial. 
Pruning gave the satisfactory feeling of having done something 
worthwhile, whereas weeding was like playing a penny whistle in 
a hurricane. The hopelessness of it left one more depressed than 
satisfied, standing up to see the tiny bit you had cleared with the 


surrounding weeds leering in. 


But now that I don’t have to turn my back on it the satisfaction 
has returned. I can look any weed in the eye and think ‘your number 


is up, matey. And they are not the only things that are 
being given their marching orders. Being away has given 
me a new perspective and made me realise that one or 
two things were being tolerated out of nothing more than 
sentiment (and not even my own sentiment at that). 

First on the list is the big fir tree at the side of the 
house. It was, I am told, a Christmas tree that was planted 
out in the fifties. By the time I arrived it was almost as tall 
as the house and now, thanks largely to me enriching the 
surrounding beds, it towers over the chimneys, waving 
about alarmingly when the wind blows, and dropping 
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Pruning gave the satisfactory feeling of having 
done something worthwhile, whereas weeding was 
like playing a penny whistle in a hurricane 


branches to break whatever 
poor flower has managed 
to survive in the shaded 
deserts that the places below 
have become. The situation 
has become intolerable, 
and I have become deaf 
to the pleas of the person 
who would have it spared. 
The ultimate pruning job 
is about to happen. 

By good fortune I like 
nothing better than swinging 
about in a big tree with an 


KS 
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electric chainsaw, so there 
will be pleasure in it as well 
as satisfaction. The operation 
is perfectly safe as long as you 
take your time and remove 
the branches in manageable 
pieces, each of which is tied 
with rope beforehand and 
lowered softly to the ground. 
The knot needs to be of 

the kind that can be 

undone from your perch 


so you are not running up and down for every cut. 

You might be tempted to have an assistant on the ground, 
but I don’t recommend it. Ground level is where the danger is, 
if you think about it. I once saw an experienced woodsman 
killed when a smallish yew branch, moving as a pendulum, 


hit him in the middle of the forehead while he was holding 


Frank Ronan is 

a novelist who 
lives and gardens 
in Worcestershire. 


the ladder for his brother. So tie your ladders to the tree and 
put a ban on helpers, spectators and curious dogs. 


The plan is to take all the branches away and 
leave about fifteen feet of the trunk as a pole. I don’t 
think a fir will sprout from the trunk after a haircut as 
drastic as that and, if it does, I'll just go on barbering it 
until it gets the message. There is already a Clematis 
montana running up a chain to about the right height 
that has just begun to really take off and was meant to 
decorate the fir. Now it can have the trunk to itself and 
be all the happier and more beautiful for it. And all the 
things below that were shrinking away from this ponderous 
and inconsiderate giant will feel the sun again. 
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Sharing the best in Gardening 


The only timber greenhouses 
endorsed by the RHS 


Traditional Cedar Greenhouses 
Enhanced by Technology 


4)». FOR INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT MAKES GABRIEL ASH GREENHOUSES SO SPECIAL 
a Bas CALL 01829 271 890 oR VISIT www.gabrielash.com 


MADE IN BRITAIN 
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HARTLEY Sf» BOTANIC 


HANDMADE WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 
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Victorian Villa, Sussex 


Hevticutural For information about our glasshouses please call 0800 783 8083 
Society 


or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 
Sharing the best in Gardening 
The only aluminium 


glasshouses endorsed 
by the RHS ©The Royal Horticultural Society. Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262 


